


















































































































































































Alternative A 

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

Characteristics common to all three alternatives  
 Two general-purpose lanes in each direction

 BAT lane in each direction

 Sidewalk

 Underground utilities

 Access management, left-turn and u-turn pockets

 Vegetation

 Proposed new signals at N 182nd Street and Firlands Way N/  
N 196th Street

 Improvements to Echo Lake Place (north of N 195th Street)

 Improvements to Midvale Avenue N (north of N 175th Street)

Additional characteristics of Alternative A
 104-foot cross section (+ additional 3 feet on each side of 

roadway for utilities)

 Shift east in the vicinity of N 175th Street

 7-foot sidewalk

 No amenity/utility zone

 Utility vaults and light/signal poles behind sidewalks

 C-curb access management/median (narrower than Alts B and C)

 Low growing/minimal vegetation in medians

 Road widening of additional 4 feet at U-turn and left-turn pockets 
to accomodate U-turns



Alternative B 

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

Characteristics common to all three alternatives  
 Two general-purpose lanes in each direction

 BAT lane in each direction

 Sidewalk

 Underground utilities

 Access management, left-turn and U-turn pockets

 Vegetation

 Proposed new signals at N 182nd Street and Firlands Way N/ 
196th Street

 Improvements to Echo Lake Place (north of N 195th Street)

 Improvements to Midvale Avenue N (N 175th Street to  
N 183rd Street)

Additional characteristics of Alternative B
 110-foot cross section

 4-foot vegetated amenity/utility zone between curb  
and sidewalk

 7-foot sidewalk

 Landscaped medians for access management

 Shift east in vicinity of N 175th Street and N 200th Street

 Light poles in the amenity zone

 Signal poles in sidewalk



Alternative C 

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

Characteristics common to all three alternatives  
 Two general-purpose lanes in each direction

 BAT lane in each direction

 Sidewalk

 Underground utilities

 Access management, left-turn and u-turn pockets

 Vegetation

 Proposed new signals at N 182nd Street and Firlands Way N/ 
N 196th Street

 Improvements to Echo Lake Place (north of N 195th Street)

 Improvements to Midvale Avenue N (N 175th Street to  
N 183rd Street)

Additional characteristics of Alternative C
 110-foot cross section

 4-foot vegetated amenity/utility zone between curb  
and sidewalk

 7-foot sidewalk 

 Landscaped medians for access management

 Shift west in the vicinity of N 175th Street and N 200th Street

 Light poles in the amenity zone

 Signal poles in sidewalk



Recommended Alternative

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

Characteristics of Draft Recommended Alternative
 Two general-purpose lanes in each direction

 BAT lane in each direction

 Sidewalk

 Underground utilities

 Landscaped medians for access management with left-turn and 
U-turn pockets

 Proposed new signals at N 182nd Street and Firlands Way N/ 
N 196th Street

 Improvements to Echo Lake Place (north of N 195th Street)

 110-foot flexible base cross section:
– 4-foot vegetated amenity/utility zone between curb  

and sidewalk
– 7-foot sidewalk
– Amenity/utility zone narrowed at selected locations to 

minimize impacts to buildings and parking

 Shift east in vicinity of N 175th Street and N 200th Street

 Light poles in the amenity zone

 Signal poles in sidewalk

Draft



Low Impact Development Toolkit

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

n	 Fits	within	the	amenity	zone	of	alternative	B	,	alternative	C,	and		
	 draft	recommended	alternative.

n	 Meets	Basic	Water	Quality	treatment	regulations	by	removing		 	
	 over	80%	of	Total	Suspended	Solids	(sediment).

n	 Collects	curb/gutter	flow.

n	 Conveys	excess	stormwater	or	overflows	to	catchbasin.

n	 Creates	a	separation	between	motor	vehicle	and	pedestrian	 	 	

	 travel	modes.

Porous Sidewalks & Side Streets
n	 	Stormwater	filters	through
	 pavement	and	sub-base		 	 	 	
	 conveys	it.
n	Can	be	used	on	residential		 	 	
	 		 side	streets	with	low	traffic		 	 	
	 		 volume	and	sidewalks.
n		Not	suitable	for	streets	with		 	
	 		 	high	traffic	volume	(arterials).

n	 Fits	in	median	for	all		 	 	 	 	 	
	 alternatives.
n	 Collects	flow	from	center			 	 	
	 median	curb/gutter.
n	 Meets	Basic		Water	Quality																											
	 treatment	regulations	for			 	 	
	 sediment	removal.
n	 Conveys	excess	stormwater			 	
	 or	overflows	to	catchbasin.
n	 Reverse	crown	road	design			 	
	 requires	WSDOT	approval.

Bioretention Swale Medians
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Options for the Aurora Corridor Project

Stormwater Planter Boxes  
& Tree Box Filters

Stormwater	Planter	Section Tree	Box	Filter	Section

Bioretention	Swale	Median	Section

Shoreline	Porous	Sidewalk

8”
18”

POROUS CONCRETE

GRAVEL SUBBASE

FILTER FABRIC

Typical	Porous	Pavement	Section

NOT TO SCALE

(Standard road design)

(Reverse crown road design)

n		Looks	different	from	concrete	-	does	not	have	a	smooth	finish.	
n		Demonstration	opportunities	for	side	streets	adjacent	to	Aurora			 	
	 		 	Avenue.



Preliminary Summary of Potential Effects and Mitigation* 
Aurora Corridor Improvement Project:  N 165th Street – N 205th Street 

 

*Results presented in this summary are considered preliminary because Washington State Department of Transportation and Federal 
Highway Administration reviews of environmental technical reports are not yet complete. 

June 20, 2007  1 

 

Potential Effects During Project Construction     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Air Quality     

Construction of the Project would generate temporary emissions of fugitive dust and 
tailpipe emissions from construction equipment. 

 X X X 

Mitigation: 
Control fugitive dust and emissions during construction using Best Available 
Control Technology and stationary-source emission controls as required by Puget 
Sound Clean Air Agency regulations. Air quality impacts during construction will be 
minor, temporary, and localized, so no mitigation measures beyond standard BACT 
are warranted. 

    

Cultural     

State review of cultural report is underway.  Results of cultural analysis cannot be 
released until State review is complete. 

    

Economics     

Impacts identified related to property acquisition. See Potential Effects to Properties on 
page 6 of this handout. 

 X X X 

Potential adverse effects on business receipts.  X X X 

Mitigation: 
City will work with the Chamber of Commerce and business owners, prior to 
initiation of Project construction, to help establish business economic health 
and to develop programs to assist businesses during construction. 

    

Environmental Justice     

Some minority businesses located along the corridor would experience construction-
related impacts similar to other businesses along the corridor. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Communication measures will be implemented during project construction to 
provide construction-related information and to minimize construction effects on 
minority and low-income populations should include: 

� Informing the public, schools, and transit agencies of traffic changes ahead of 
time 

� Posting informational flyers at key stores, park-and-ride lots, schools, nonprofits 
and religious institutions. 

Public outreach related to Project will be conducted in Spanish, Korean and Chinese. 
City will provide translation service for all materials related to Project, upon request. 
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Potential Effects During Project Construction     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Fish, Vegetation and Wildlife     

Potential for downstream effects to fish, due to increased risk of construction-related 
sediment released to stormwater. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Utilize temporary erosion and sediment control measures during construction. 

    

Geology and Soils     

Potential for degradation of the subgrade in areas of moisture sensitive soils from use of 
heavy equipment during wet weather or in areas of seepage or shallow groundwater.  

 X X X 

Mitigation: 
Limit major earthwork to drier late spring to early fall season. 
Maintain proper surface drainage. 
Minimize the area of ground disturbance. 
Limit the number of turns by heavy equipment on the subgrade. 
Minimize the amount of tracking on the subgrade. 
Cover the final sub-grade elevation with a working mat of crushed rock and/or 
geotextile. 

    

Potential for increased erosion due to exposure of erosion prone soils.  X X X 

Mitigation: 
Implement a Temporary Erosion and Sedimentation Control (TESC) plan to control 
the movement of sediment. Measures in the TESC would include avoiding 
unnecessary vegetation clearing and installation of structures such as silt fences and 
sediment traps. 

    

Implement construction procedures identified in the geotechnical investigation 
that are designed to maintain or enhance slope stability.  

    

Potential for increased erosion from unstable fill during a storm event.  X X X 

Mitigation: 
Implement a Temporary Erosion and Sedimentation Control (TESC) plan to control 
the movement of sediment. Measures in the TESC would include covering fill 
stockpiles and disturbed areas. 

    

Hazardous Materials     

Potential for encountering known soil contamination at the former Mac-Ray Dry 
Cleaner (18419 Aurora Avenue N). 

Mitigation: 
Conduct Phase II Soil Investigation - If contaminated soil is encountered in the 
Phase II investigation, it should be remediated by Hazardous Waste Operations, 
Planning, and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER)-certified contractors before 
site grading begins.  Depending on the Phase II findings, this could require a 
Phase III Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS).  

   X 
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Potential Effects During Project Construction     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Potential for encountering known soil contamination at former Bill Langeberg gas 
station (18425 Aurora Avenue N); and former Joe’s ARCO gas station (17550 Aurora 
Avenue N). 

Mitigation: 
 Conduct Phase II Soil and Groundwater Investigation - If contaminated soil is 
encountered in the Phase II investigation, it should be remediated by 
Hazardous Waste Operations, Planning, and Emergency Response 
(HAZWOPER)-certified contractors before site grading begins.  Depending on 
the Phase II findings, this could require a Phase III RI/FS. 

 X X X 

Potential for encountering unknown soil contamination at unreported spill sites.  X X X 

Mitigation: 
Provide Contaminated Material Contingency Plan for construction contractors. 

    

Potential for construction spills.  X X X 

Project elements that will prevent or avoid significant effect:  
City maintains spill prevention and spill response protocols that include the 9-1-
1 emergency system and hazmat trained prevention crews and spill responders. 

    

City will require construction contractors to submit spill prevention and 
response plans, which are a required element of the construction stormwater 
permit issued by Ecology.  

    

Potential for asbestos and lead based paint in structures to be demolished.  X X X 

Project element that will prevent or avoid significant effect:  
All structures to be partially or fully demolished will be tested for asbestos and 
lead based paint. Identified asbestos and lead based will be abated in 
accordance with state and federal regulations prior to demolition. 

    

Noise     

Temporary construction noise at nearby noise-sensitive receivers.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Implement Construction Noise Reduction Plan. 

    

Plans and Policies     

Right-of-way requirements are outside the boundaries defined by City Ordinance 326, 
which was adopted as an amendment to the City Comprehensive Plan. 

   X 

Mitigation:  
If right-of-way is needed outside the boundaries defined, the City will take 
action to make the Project compliant with the Comprehensive Plan. 
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Potential Effects During Project Construction     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Transportation     

Reduced traffic flow.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Implement construction Best Management Practices. 

    

Develop Traffic Control Plan, Construction Staging Plan, and Communication 
Plan for residents and businesses, to minimize effects of Project construction on 
traffic operations. 

    

Transit re-routed or stops relocated.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Coordination with the Metro and Community transit agencies would be 
ongoing throughout the construction period to minimize impacts to transit 
service.  

    

Bus zone relocation or closure would be clearly signed and communicated to 
transit riders. 

    

Temporary stops would be provided in a safe and accessible location, separated 
from other traffic and construction activity by traffic barriers. 

    

Business access revised disrupting delivery and patron access.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Temporary access revisions would be well marked and would provide the most 
direct access to properties possible.  

    

Owner/tenants along the corridor will be kept informed of construction 
schedules, schedule changes, and information detailing construction activities. 

Develop Traffic Control Plan and Construction Phasing Plan to minimize 
disruption to businesses. 

    

Utilities and Services     

Decreased level of service for emergency services and other public service providers due 
to increased traffic congestion on Aurora Avenue N during construction. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Coordinate with public service providers to minimize delays, including notifying 
public service providers of the construction schedule and of any temporary lane 
or access closures. 

   

Coordinate with school officials before and during construction.    

Schedule lane closures for off-peak hours when feasible (e.g., at night).    
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Potential Effects During Project Construction     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Disruption of utility service during construction of the Project and utility relocation.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Map all utilities prior to starting construction to avoid accidental disruptions. 

    

Coordinate with utility providers to minimize disruption of service.     

Notify and coordinate with fire departments for waterline relocations that may 
affect water for fire suppression, and establish alternate supply lines prior to any 
breaks in service. 

    

Coordinate with business and property owners to schedule utility connection 
work to minimize impacts on business operations. 

    

Potential for increased need for police for crime prevention at construction sites and for 
traffic and pedestrian control during construction. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Coordinate with law enforcement agencies to implement crime prevention 
principles and to ensure adequate staffing for traffic and pedestrian control 
during construction. 

    

Visual Quality     

Visual prominence of traffic cones and barriers along roadway, used for construction-
related traffic control and channelization 

 X X X 

No mitigation recommended.     

Temporary lighting, detours, and construction-related clutter  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Locate/screen storage and staging areas in areas that minimize visual 
prominence. 

    

Shield/screen light fixtures to minimize glare.     

Water Quality     

Increased risk of sediment released to stormwater.  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Utilize temporary erosion and sediment control measures during construction. 

    

Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S.     

Increased risk of sediment released to stormwater runoff to ditches. No wetlands were 
identified within the Project area. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Utilize temporary erosion and sediment control measures during construction. 
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Potential Effects to Properties     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Full acquisition of 2 business properties (17750 and 17760 Aurora Avenue N)  X X X 

Mitigation:  
Property owners will be compensated for property take per federal 
requirements. 

    

Major or partial demolition of commercial buildings to construct Project. (3 businesses 
under Alternative A, 5 businesses under Alternative B, and 8 businesses under 
Alternative C.) 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Property owners will be compensated for property take per federal 
requirements. City will compensate property owners to allow them option to 
rebuild or remodel on their existing site. 

    

Property acquisitions necessary for construction of the Project would reduce 
commercial parking available for businesses, possibly affecting minimum on-site 
parking requirements within the City’s parking regulations. 

 X X X 

Mitigation: 
Property owners will be compensated for property take per federal 
requirements.   

If Project results in available parking for a business to drop below City 
requirements, the business will be grandfathered in as parking-compliant. If 
renovation to the property occurs after Project construction is complete, the 
business would need to come back into parking compliance. 

    

Potential relocation of some rental residences located on one property (~19600 Aurora 
Avenue N). 

 X X X 

Mitigation: 
Property owners will be compensated for property take per federal 
requirements. 

City will assist relocated residents in finding comparable housing, and 
compensate for out-of-pocket moving expenses, if necessary. 
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Potential Effects After Project is Complete     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Air Quality     

No potential adverse effects to air quality are identified. The Project satisfies state and 
federal requirements, so no mitigation measures are needed. 

    

Cultural Resources     

State review of cultural report is underway.  Results of cultural analysis cannot be 
released until State review is complete. 

    

Economics     

Analysis of economic effects after project is complete is pending.     

Fish, Vegetation and Wildlife     

No potential adverse effects to fish, vegetation, and wildlife are identified.     

Geology and Soils     

No potential adverse effects to geology and soils are identified.     

Hazardous Materials     

Increase in traffic volumes over time increases potential for fuel spills caused by traffic 
accidents. 

X X X X 

Project element that will avoid or minimize significant effect:  
City to maintain spill prevention and spill response protocols that include the 9-
1-1 emergency system and hazmat trained prevention crews/spill responders. 

    

Land Use Patterns, Plans, and Policies     

Project is generally consistent with the 32 Points, adopted in 1999, except:     

No amenity zone included in Alternative A. X X   

Curb bulb-outs not proposed on side streets; no pedestrian-only signals are proposed; 
and reduction in speed limit to 35mph cannot be implemented without evidence for 
need from corridor speed study. 

X X X X 

Mitigation: 
Implementation Strategies are currently under development to reflect current 
community priorities for the corridor. 

    

Noise     

Modeled noise levels exceed noise abatement criteria at one outdoor seating area 
(20121 Aurora Avenue N); two apartment buildings (19523 Firlands Way N and 935 N 
200th Street); and two houses (19370 Firlands Way and 19344 Firlands Way). 

X X X X 

No mitigation recommended: No noise abatement measures satisfy the 
WSDOT feasibility and reasonableness criteria. 
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Potential Effects After Project is Complete     

 Alternatives 

 
No 

Action A B C 

Transportation     

Intersection operations at N 170th Street, N 182nd Street, and N 195th Street are 
projected to fail under existing and projected 2030 conditions, and fail to meet the City’s 
adopted traffic operational standards. 

X    

No mitigation available.     

Projected increase in vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic over time would result in 
increased potential for safety conflicts, without the improvements proposed under the 
Build Alternatives. 

X    

No mitigation available.     

The widening of Aurora Avenue N would result in longer crossing distances and 
pedestrian crossing times at signalized intersections. 

 X X X 

Mitigation:  
Provide standard signal timing to allow pedestrians to cross the entire distance 
in one cycle length. 

    

Utilities and Services     

No potential adverse effects to utilities and services are identified.     

Visual Quality     

Minimal addition of light and/or glare due to addition of lane in each direction.  X X X 

Project elements that addresses potential effect:  
Plant vegetation within median. Plant vegetation within amenity zone 
(Alternatives B and C only). 

    

Best management practices that addresses potential effect:  
Shield/screen light fixtures to minimize glare. Use low-sheen and non-reflective 
materials. 

    

Water Quality     

No potential adverse effects to water quality are identified.     

Wetlands     

Loss of 401 square feet of ditches. No wetlands were identified within the Project area.  X X X 

Mitigation: 
Construction of stormwater treatment facilities. 

    

 



Project Goals

Alternatives

No Action A B C Draft 

Address roadway 
capacity needs

Improve transit 
mobility

Improve pedestrian  
& bicycle mobility

Improve vehicle 
safety

Improve pedestrian  
& bicycle safety

Implement natural 
stormwater system

Improve aesthetics

Minimize property 
take

Enhance economic 
potential

Aurora Corridor Improvement Project • N 165th Street–N 205th Street

for Alternatives
Evaluation Matrix 

High

Medium

Low

Medium High

Medium Low

Extent to which goal  
is satisfied:



 
 

Draft Implementation Strategies for Aurora 165th to 205th 

(Proposed Updates to the “32 Points”) 

June 6, 2007 
 
 
The following “32 Points” were adopted by the Shoreline City Council in Resolution 
#156 on August 23, 1999, accepting the recommendation of the Citizens Advisory Task 
Force (CATF) on the Preferred Alternative.  The “32 Points” were intended to provide 
flexibility and strategies for the implementing the adopted design concept for the 
corridor.  The adopted design was based upon Alternative 2, the people mover 
alternative.  The main features of this design concept include the addition of business 
access/transit lanes on the outside of the roadway; curbs, gutters, landscaping/street 
furnishing strip, and sidewalks on both sides; and the creation of a landscaped center 
median with left and u-turn pockets.  The recommendation also included four new 
signalized intersections and four new pedestrian activated signalized crossings.   
 
The CATF was a 13-member steering committee appointed by City Council to guide the 
development of a preferred design concept for Aurora.  The CATF consisted of an equal 
representation by businesses and Shoreline citizens.  The 32 Points were approved 
unanimously by the CATF on July 8, 1999.  The City Council directed that the 32 Points 
be used as guides during design and implementation of the project to ensure that 
flexibility existed to address the concerns and vision of the community and City Council.   
 
Since the 1999 adoption of the “32 Points”, several significant actions have occurred 
that suggest a re-visit of the implementation strategies.  An envriromental review for first 
mile (145th to 165th) of the project has been completed, and the first mile has been 
constructed.  The City Manager has appointed an Aurora Business and Community 
Team to review the “32 Points” in preparation for the environmental, design and 
construction for the remaining two miles.   
 
The goal of the Aurora Corridor Project is to improve safety for pedestrians and drivers, 
improve the aesthetics and image of the street, add people moving capacity, and 
support existing and future business investments along the street.  Landscaping is a key 
feature in strengthening the image and in supporting the walkability of the corridor.   
 
   

 32 Points (adopted by City Council) Implementation Strategies 
(proposed changes) 

1 The maximum number of lanes on an intersection leg 
shall not exceed eight lanes including turning lanes.  
Seven lanes is the desired width.  

No change. 

2 Provide ability at intersections for all pedestrians to safely 
cross (and include median refuge at intersections with 
pedestrian pushbuttons).  New mid-block pedestrian 

Provide ability at intersections for all pedestrians to safely 
cross (and include median refuge at intersections with 
pedestrian pushbuttons when space permits).  New mid-

   



crossings should include pedestrian activated signals.  
Bus stops and pedestrian crossings will complement each 
other. 

block pedestrian crossings should include pedestrian 
activated signals.  Bus stops and pedestrian crossings will 
complement each other. 

3 Twelve foot sidewalks will be provided on both sides of 
Aurora the entire length.  Consider reducing the initial 
sidewalk width to mitigate land impacts/acquisitions on 
existing businesses.   Note:  a minimum of four feet of a 
landscaping/street furnishing zone is included in the 
twelve foot width total above. 

The base design shall include seven foot wide sidewalks 
separated from the curb by a four foot wide utility/amenity 
zone.  Consider reducing the initial sidewalk width to 
mitigate land impacts/acquisitions on existing businesses. 
In locations where sidewalk and amenity zone create 
significant loss of parking or building/structure impacts, an 
interim width curbside sidewalk must meet the allowable 
minimum width (seven feet is the preferred minimum 
width).  Once properties redevelop, the full standard will be 
applied. 

4 Utilize more landscaping or colored pavement in sidewalk 
areas to soften the look.  The four foot landscaping/street 
furnishing strip behind the curb should utilize trees in tree 
grates/pits (consider a combination tree protector/bike 
rack), low growing ground cover/shrubs, and could utilize 
some special paving (or brick) between curb and sidewalk 
to strengthen the identity of an area. 

Use more landscaping or colored pavement in sidewalk 
areas to improve visual quality.  The four foot 
utility/amenity zone behind the curb should include trees in 
tree grates/pits, low growing ground cover/shrubs to 
improve water quality, and could utilize some special 
paving (or brick) between curb and sidewalk to strengthen 
the identity of an area.  Continue the special scoring of 
sidewalk and curb return areas used between 145th and 
165th. 

5 Strive to design the project so that new sidewalks can link 
to existing recently constructed sidewalks (such as 
Seattle Restaurant Supply, Drift-on-Inn, Schucks, 
Hollywood Video, and Easley Cadillac). 

Strive to design the project so that new sidewalks can link 
to existing recently constructed sidewalks (such as 
Hollywood Casino, Drift-on-Inn, Schucks, Hollywood Video, 
Fire Administration, Walgreens, Sandberg Cadillac, 
Discount Tire, and Starbucks). 

6 Re-align the street where possible to avoid property 
takes. 

No change. 

7 As the final design is developed, work with WSDOT to 
obtain design approvals for lane width reductions, and 
look for opportunities to reduce (but not eliminate) the 
median width both to enable reduction of pavement 
widths, construction costs, and land impacts/acquisition 
on existing businesses.   

No change – Confirm with WSDOT the lane width and 
other deviations approved in 145th to 165th. 

8 Develop median breaks or intersections for business 
access and U-turns at least every 800-to-1000 feet (these 
details will be worked out during future design phases 
and will be based in part on the amount of traffic entering 
and exiting businesses). 

Develop median breaks or intersections for business 
access and U-turns on the average of at least every 500 to 
800 feet.  Prioritize left and u-turn pockets as follows:   
signalized intersections, immediately upstream of 
signalized intersections, at local streets, and at high 
volume or shared driveways. 

9 Use low growing drought resistant ground-cover and 
space trees in the median to allow visibility across it. 

 

Use low growing, low maintenance, hardy ground-covers 
and space trees in the median to allow visibility across it. 
Frontage trees should be columnar shaped, while trees 
with more canopy are acceptable in the medians.  Explore 
the potential for evergreen trees. 

10 Unify the corridor by adding art, special light fixtures, 
pavement patterns (and coloring at crosswalks), street 
furniture, banners, unique bus shelters, etc. to 
dramatically enhance image and uniqueness of the 
streetscape and develop it differently than the standard 
design that has been constructed for most streets. 

No change. 

11 Unify the entire corridor by the use of street trees, 
lighting, special paving, bus zone design, and other 
elements to visually connect the corridor along its length. 

No change. 

12 Provide elements in the Interurban/Aurora Junction area, Provide elements in the Interurban/Aurora Junction area, 

  



between 175th and 185th that create a safe, pedestrian 
oriented streetscape.  Elements can include special 
treatments of crossings, linkages to the Interurban Trail, 
etc. 

between 175th and 185th that create a safe, pedestrian 
oriented streetscape.  Elements can include special 
treatments of crossings, linkages to the Interurban Trail, 
etc.  The Interurban Trail will serve as the sidewalk on the 
east side of Aurora from approximately 177th to 185th. 

13 Develop signature gateway designs at 145th and 205th 
with special interest landscaping, lighting, paving and 
public art to provide a visual cue to drivers that they have 
entered a special place. 

Develop signature gateway designs at 145th, 175th, 185th, 
and 205th with special interest landscaping, lighting, paving 
and public art to provide a visual cue to drivers that they 
have entered a special place. 

14 Develop themes that reflect the character and uses of 
different sections of the street (such as the 150th to 160th 
area which has a concentration of international 
businesses, recall the historic significance of the 
Interurban or other historic elements, and Echo Lake). 

No change.   

 

15 Utilize the Arts Council and neighborhoods to solicit and 
select art along the corridor. 

Use the 1% for arts program, the Shoreline/Lake Forest 
Park Arts Council and neighborhoods to solicit and select 
art along the corridor.  Consider artist made building parts 
in the design of the project. 

16 Strengthen connections to the Interurban Trail through 
signing and other urban design techniques. 

No change. 

17 Develop a design for closure of Westminster Road 
between 158th and 155th by developing a southbound 
right turn lane at 155th Street and converting the existing 
road section to a driveway entrance to Aurora Square. 
Also, develop an elevated Interurban trail crossing 
through “the Triangle” that is integrated with future 
development of the Triangle (reserve the option to build 
above Westminister should we not be successful in 
closing the roadway). 

No change, except to note that this has been 
completed/accomplished. 

18 Pursue modifying the access to Firlands at 185th, closing 
Firlands north of 195th, and developing a new signal at 
195th. 

17. Pursue modifying the access to Firlands at 185th, 
closing Firlands at 195th, and developing a new signal just 
north of 195th. 

19 The preferred design shall include:  

• Stormwater management improvements to 
accompany the project that follow the city's policies;  

• Traffic signal control and coordination technology 
(including coordination with Seattle and Edmonds 
SR 99 signal systems);  

• Traffic signal technology to enable transit priority 
operations;  

• Continuous illumination for traffic safety and 
pedestrian scale lighting;  

• Undergrounding of overhead utility distribution lines.  

18. The preferred design shall include:  

• Traffic signal control and coordination technology 
(including coordination with Seattle and Edmonds SR 
99 signal systems);  

• Traffic signal technology to enable transit priority 
operations;  

• Continuous illumination for traffic safety and 
pedestrian scale lighting;  

• Undergrounding of overhead utility distribution lines 
(including those on the west side of Midvale, between 
175th and 185th). 

 

20 Traffic signals will include audible elements for the sight-
impaired, and wheelchair detection loops for wheelchair 
users. 

19. Traffic signals will include audible elements for the 
sight-impaired, countdown pedestrian signal heads, and 
other ADA features.  

21 The City should establish a right-of-way policy to retain or 
relocate existing businesses along the corridor, including 
those that do not own the land on which they are located.  
Consideration should be given to providing financial 

20. The City will abide by federal and state right-of-way 
acquisition guidelines.  The City covered the costs of 
underground hookups, and sharee the costs of property 
owner appraisal reviews in the 145th to 165th  project -- .  

  



incentives to those businesses. the update of the Right-of-Way Policies and Procedures 
Manual should continue this practice.  Consideration 
should be given to providing financial incentives to those 
businesses. 

22 Work with property and business owners during the 
preliminary engineering phase to consolidate driveways, 
share driveways, and potentially to share parking and 
inter business access across parcel lines.  Be creative 
and sensitive to the parking needs of businesses, 
including consideration for some potential 
clustered/shared parking lots (especially if remnant 
parcels are available). 

 

21. Work with property and business owners during the 
design and right-of-way phases to consolidate driveways, 
share driveways, and potentially to share parking and inter 
business access across parcel lines.  Be creative and 
sensitive to the parking needs of businesses, including 
consideration for some potential clustered/shared parking 
lots (especially if remnant parcels are available).  Where 
frontage parking will be impacted by the project, work with 
property owners to develop a single access lane shared 
across parcels with parallel or angled parking. 

23 Provide improvements that will not generate an increase 
in neighborhood spillover traffic. 

 

22. Provide improvements that will not generate an 
increase in neighborhood spillover traffic.   

24 Work with transit agencies to provide increased service 
and seek capital investments from them to support this 
project. 

23. Work with transit agencies to provide increased service 
and seek capital investments from them to support this 
project.  Design bus zones to accommodate future bus 
rapid transit needs. 

25 Develop partnerships with WSDOT and King 
County/Metro to jointly fund the project. 

24. Continue to aggressively pursue funding opportunities 
and partnerships with the goal of minimizing the City share 
of project costs. 

26 Provide curb bulbs where practical on side streets to 
reduce pedestrian crossing width and to discourage cut-
through traffic. 

25. Provide needed turn lanes and capacity on side streets 
including pedestrian amenities.  

27 Strengthen and preserve the heritage of the red brick 
road. If the design impacts the red brick road in its current 
configuration/location north of 175th, preserve its heritage 
by relocating it elsewhere. 

26. Strengthen and preserve the heritage of the red brick 
road north of 175th by developing the Heritage park north of 
Walgreens and include red bricks in the Aurora design 
between 175th and 185th. 

28 Consider new signalized intersections at 152nd, 165th, 
182nd, and 195th. 

27. Consider new signalized intersections at 149th, 152nd, 
165th, 182nd, and  just north of 195th.  Note that 152nd and 
165th have already been constructed. 

29 Consider new pedestrian only signalized crossings in the 
vicinity of 149th, 170th, 180th and 202nd. 

28. Maintain pedestrian signal at 170th, and eliminate the 
180th pedestrian signal if the full signal at 182nd is 
approved. 

30 Sign Ronald Place south of 175th as the route to I-5. Delete.   

31 Pursue reducing the speed limit to 35 mph where 
appropriate recognizing the potential impacts of spillover 
traffic with a lower posted speed. 

29. No change. 

32 Seek funding to develop a program to assist and 
encourage businesses to improve their facades. 

30. No change. 

  31. Provide back of lot (rear) access roads/alleys when 
possible during project development or as a condition of 
redevelopment to provide rear access to signalized 
intersections.  Key locations include:  both sides of Aurora 
from 165th to 175th, the east side between 192nd and Echo 
cove Condos, the west side between 195th and 198th, and 
the east side between 198th and 200th. 

  



  32. Include natural storm drainage features along the 
corridor when possible.   Raingardens, stormwater planter 
boxes, tree boxes/filter pits, center median swales should 
be considered.  Opportunities for porous concrete should 
also be explored.  Conventional methods such as 
conveyance pipes, catch basins (with filters), water quality 
filters, and vaults are also tools that will be explored and 
used. 

  33. Use the Economic Development program resources:  

• to provide pre-construction training for businesses  

• to work with business community on joint marketing 
efforts 

• to improve/maximize business health prior to 
construction 

• to financially assist businesses during construction 
with loan programs 

  34. Minimize impacts to businesses during construction by:  

• creatively and clearly delineating driveways and  
access points  

• improving nightime safety with lighting, visible lane    
markings, and signage 

• continuous pro-active communications with affected 
businesses  

• moving non-safety construction materials and cones 
out of roadway during non-work hours  

• investigating opportunities for non-invasive night work 
and shortening construction periods during the holidays  

• providing adequate advance signing to direct traffic to 
freeways when major delays or construction activities 
are planned. 

• park construction vehicles so as to not block access or 
visibility of businesses, especially during non-
construction hours 

• Require approval by City prior to allowing lane 
blockages during peak hours. 

  35. Manage and respond to increases on neighborhood 
streets during construction. 
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