Council Meeting Date: August 1, 2011 Agenda ltem: 7(b)

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON

AGENDA TITLE: Discussion of King County Redistricting Proposals

DEPARTMENT: CMO

PRESENTED BY: Scott MacColl, Intergovernmental Program Manager

ACTION: _ Ordinance _____Resolution ___ Motion
__X_Discussion ___ Public Hearing

PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT:

King County is currently in the process of redrawing the Council district boundaries
through the Districting Committee (Committee) as required by law every 10 years. The
Committee has proposed four options for redrawing district boundaries, and is taking
public comment on the proposals. The Committee expects to present a final draft at its
September meeting and finalize the plan at its October meeting.

The four options include two where Shoreline remains in District 1, and two options
where Shoreline is split and becomes part of two districts. The Committee held a public
hearing in Shoreline on June 29", 2011, and the Committee members asked for
Shoreline’s opinion on the proposed drafts. Council will want to provide feedback to the
Committee prior to its September meeting regarding whether to remain in one district or
to be part of two districts.

Background:

The Committee is responsible for redrawing King County Council Districts using the new
2010 Census data. By law, district boundaries must be realigned every 10 years to
reflect changes in population throughout the County. Redistricting is done to ensure that
every resident of King County is represented fairly.

By law, the new district boundaries must be compact, contiguous, and composed of
economic and geographic units. To the extent feasible, the districts must correspond
with the boundaries of existing municipalities, election precincts, census tracts,
recognized natural boundaries, and preserve communities of related and mutual
‘interest. Population data may not be used for purposes of favoring or disfavoring any
racial group or political party.

Three public hearings were held in May to gather community input. The Committee

released four draft district plans in June and scheduled four additional public hearingé.
The Committee must approve a single final plan by January 15, 2012.
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Drafts ‘2’ and ‘4’ keep Shoreline within District 1 and include the north end cities,
including Lake Forest Park, Kenmore, and Bothell. These two drafts basically maintain
the status quo, although the main difference is that Draft ‘2’ does not include
Woodinville, and Draft ‘4’ includes all of Woodinville.

Drafts ‘1" and ‘3’ split Shoreline down -5 and Aurora Ave N, respectively and would
place Shoreline in both District 1 and District 4 (on the west side).

Policy Discussion:

The outcome will be positive for Shoreline as there are positives for each alternative.
Council needs to provide policy direction as to its preference for being all in one Council
district, or being in two.

Below are a few positives and concerns for both options:

Remaining in one district (Drafts ‘2’ and ‘4’): there were a number of speakers at the

‘June 29" hearing that argued that Shoreline should remain in one district to keep the
north end cities together based on our shared geography and regional issues.

 Positives — keeps all of Shoreline in the same district and doesn't bifurcate the
“city; and remains in the same district as the other north end cities. These two
options mean only having to deal with one Council office, including staff, to have
our opinions represented. Shoreline remains the next largest city in the district
behind Seattle.

o Concerns — there is only one office to rely on at the County Council.

Joining two districts (Drafts ‘1’ and ‘3"):

o Positives — increases Shoreline’s influence on the County Council by having two
representatives, yet still retains our connection to the other north end cities.
Having two Congressional representatives has been beneficial to Shoreline at
the Federal level. :

Additionally, there are a number of cities that prefer to have more than one
representative on the County Council, including Seattle, Bellevue and Redmond.
The Committee Chair noted at the hearing that Woodinville sent a formal
comment letter requesting to be in two Council districts.

e Concerns — requires more staff time to coordinate with two Council offices.

There are two constants that remain under any of the plans; 1) that the district or
districts will include large portion(s) of North Seattle; and 2) Shoreline will remainina -
district with the other north end cities (except Draft ‘2’ which excludes Woodinville). It
has been staff's experience that elected representatives represent their city(s)
regardless of the number of people represented from a given city.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff does not have a policy recommendation. This agenda item is for discussion
purposes and for Council to provide staff direction in providing comments to the
Districting Committee.

Approved By: - City Managergﬂz City Attorney

Attachment A: Districting Committee letter and maps
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King County

King County Districting Committee
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200, Seattle, WA 98104 C \
' Dy\f\ci

June 21,2011 A

The Honorable Chris Eggen ‘ &\)\oh\c
17544 Midvale Avenue N Juit 24 2ot S
Shoreline, WA 98133 City Manager's Office lo‘s’\\ "

Dear Councilmember Eggen:

On Monday, the Districting Committee released four alternative plans for
redrawing King County Council districts. Each draft plan explores different
approaches to meeting the redistricting requirements in state law and the County
Charter.

As an elected official from the City of Shoreline, the Districting Committee would

- appreciate your perspective on which plans, or aspects of plans, most effectively

serve the residents of King County.

The Districting Committee will be holding four public hearings to gather input:

Wednesday, June 29 Thursday, June 30
6:30-8:30 p.m., 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Shoreline City Hall Bellevue City Hall
Council Chambers Council Chambers |
17500 Midvale Ave N 450 110th Ave NE 1

Shoreline, WA 98133 Bellevue, WA 98004

Tuesday, July 12

Thursday, July 7
6:30-8:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
- Highline Community College Van Asselt
Building 7 Community Center
2400 S 240th Street 2820 S Myrtle Street
Des Moines, WA 98198 Seattle, WA 98108

The Committee is also accepting written testimony online at
www .kingcounty.gov/districting or by mail at Districting Committee, 516 Third
Ave, Room 1200, Seattle, WA 98104. Please also feel free to share thIS information

“with any constituents who may be interested in the process.
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Following community input and further study by the Committeé, the draft plans may be
revised, combined, or one proposal may be adopted as is. By law, a single, final district plan
must be approved by the Committee by January 15, 2012.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our Committee staff member, Simon
Farretta, at 206-296-0335 or simon.farretta@kingcounty.gov. Thank you for your service to the
residents of King County. We look forward to your input and participation in our process.

Sincerely,

Terrence Carro[l QM%

Chair, King County Districting Committee
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