
 

   

              
 

Council Meeting Date:  August 6, 2012  Agenda Item:   9(c) 
              

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 

 
 

AGENDA TITLE: Appointment of Pro and Con Committees for City of Shoreline 
Proposition 1, Authorizing the Acquisition and Local Control of 
Seattle Water Services in Shoreline  

DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s Office 
PRESENTED BY: Debbie Tarry, Assistant City Manager 
 

 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT:  
Earlier this evening, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 644, placing the 
acquisition of the Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) water system in Shoreline on the 
November 6, 2012 ballot. 
 
For the primary and general election, King County publishes a voters’ pamphlet.  
Districts placing measures on the ballot are automatically included in the voters’ 
pamphlet.  
 
Council is responsible for appointing committees to prepare statements in favor of and 
in opposition to the ballot measure to be published in the voters’ pamphlet.  Council 
must select Pro Committee members from persons known to advocate for voters’ 
approval of Proposition 1 and must select Con Committee members from persons 
known to advocate voters’ rejection of Proposition 1.  There is a limit of three members 
per committee.  The committee appointments must be filed with King County by August 
10, 2012.  This evening the City Council will make those appointments.  
 
Staff started advertising for members to serve on both the Pro and Con committees on 
Tuesday, July 24, 2012.  Information was made available on the City’s website, 
Shoreline Area News, Shoreline-Lake Forest Park Patch, Shoreline KOMO, the City’s 
Facebook page, and at City Hall.  Applications were due August 1, 2012.  The City 
received five applications for the Pro Committee: David Harris, Joseph Irons, Bill 
Montero, Sis Polin, and Bob Ransom. The City received four applications for the Con 
Committee: John Behrens, Wendy DiPeso, Tom Jamieson, and Art Maronek.  
 
The committees are responsible for writing statements in favor of or in opposition to the 
ballot measure.  These statements must be submitted to King County Elections no later 
than August 15, 2012.  These statements are limited to 200 words.  Rebuttal statements 
by each of the respective committees must be submitted to the County no later than 
August 17, 2012.  Rebuttal statements are limited to 75 words. 
 
The City must also provide an explanatory statement of the ballot title for the voters’ 
pamphlet.  The statement describes the effect of the measure if it is approved and 
cannot intentionally be an argument likely to create prejudice either for or against the 
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measure.  The explanatory statement is limited to 250 words, must be signed by the 
City Attorney, and submitted to King County Elections by August 10, 2012.  Although 
the Council does not need to take any action on the explanatory statement a draft of the 
statement is included as Attachment B. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that Council appoint David Harris, Joseph Irons, and Sis Polin to the 
Pro Committee and John Behrens, Tom Jamieson and Art Maronek to the Con 
Committee regarding Shoreline Proposition 1. 
 
Approved By: City Manager JU City Attorney CA 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A: Pro and Con Committee applications 
Attachment B: Draft Explanatory Statement 
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Attachment B 
 

DRAFT 

Proposition 1: SPU Acquisition 

Explanatory Statement 

Shoreline’s vision is to provide high quality public services, utilities, and infrastructure that protect 

public health and safety, accommodate anticipated growth, and enhance the quality of life.  As part of 

that effort, the Shoreline City Council passed Ordinance No. 644 concerning Shoreline’s acquisition and 

operation of Seattle Public Utilities’ (SPU) water services within Shoreline.   

The Shoreline City Council found the cost to acquire, operate, and maintain the system would result in 

rates equal to or lower than SPU’s projected charges.  If approved, Proposition 1 would not impact 

property taxes.   

Acquisition would occur in 2020 and cost $26.6 million with an estimated $14.2 million for pre-

acquisition expenses and improvements beginning in 2018 (without adjustment for inflation) as 

discussed in Ordinance No. 644.  Both costs would be financed using water rates in the Shoreline service 

area.  The acquisition would remove the current surcharge and utility tax paid by Shoreline customers to 

Seattle.   

Shoreline acquisition would make permitting for property improvements easier and less expensive by 

reducing the number of government entities involved.  Acquisition would also allow revenues to be 

reinvested in Shoreline instead of Seattle and enable the City to focus on system improvements to help 

improve Shoreline’s commercial districts and increase water flow for firefighting throughout the City of 

Shoreline.  Currently, decisions regarding rates, upgrades and water supply for firefighting are made by 

Seattle elected officials.  If approved, Proposition 1 would shift local control of these decisions from 

Seattle to the City of Shoreline. 
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