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Council Meeting Date:   October 7, 2013 Agenda Item:   8(a) 
              

 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 
 

 

AGENDA TITLE: Paramount Open Space Property Acquisition  
DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 
PRESENTED BY: Dick Deal, PRCS Director 
ACTION:     ____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution       X     Motion                   

____ Discussion    ____ Public Hearing 
 

 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT:  
The adopted Parks, Recreation, and Open Space plan recommends the acquisition of a 
parcel of land on the east side of Paramount Open Space as a priority.  The City 
attempted to acquire this parcel in 2008, but after the appraisal was completed the 
owner, at that time, decided against completing the transaction. At that time the property 
was appraised for $70,000 and the owner had purchased it for $120,000 several 
months earlier. 
 
In December 2011 the property was purchased by the current owners, Chheng Lim and 
Sia Ung.  The owners obtained the property in a tax sale for $18,500.  During the 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) update with the Council earlier this year it was 
suggested by Council that staff contact the new owners to see if they were interested in 
selling.  PRCS Director Dick Deal and City Attorney Ian Sievers met with the owners in 
July expressing the City’s interest in purchasing their property next to the park.  The 
owners have agreed to sell for the $70,000 valuation from a 2008 City appraisal.  It is 
recommended that this appraisal not be updated based on 1) the general residential 
real estate market trends from 2008 to the present; 2) no new condition on the parcel or 
changes in critical area regulations; and 3) the owner's tax assessment appeal in 2011 
that resulted in some level of individualized scrutiny of development potential, yet still 
resulted in a final assessed value of $115,000.  Given the relatively low purchase price 
it is unlikely a new appraisal would result in a lower fair market value that would justify 
the cost of the appraisal. 
 
The property is addressed as the 14800 Block of 12th Ave. NE, Shoreline, Washington.  
There are no plans to develop this property for active park use.  It is a very wet site as 
identified on the City’s Critical Areas map, and will provide water detention, infiltration, 
and wildlife habitat.  The property is 0.3 acres and as a result the Paramount Open 
Space area will increase to 10.6 acres in size. 
 
The acquisition of this property has been a priority for many neighbors of Paramount 
Open Space. They have addressed the PRCS / Tree Board in favor of the acquisition of 
this parcel numerous times in the past ten years. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:  
The City has accumulated $167,067 in the Street Vacation account that can only be 
used for the acquisition, improvement, development and maintenance of public open 
space or transportation capital projects. (SMC 12.17.030; RCW 35.79.030)  Street 
vacation funds will be used for the purchase of this property.   
 
In 2008 The City applied for King County Conservation Futures (KCCF) funding for the 
acquisition of this parcel prior to the owner refusing to sell. Staff has been in discussion 
with the KCCF staff and it appears highly likely that this property would once again 
qualify for KCCF funding.  During the 2014 KCCF funding cycle an application will be 
submitted for grant funding and if approved the City of Shoreline would receive 50% 
reimbursement ($35,000) for this acquisition.  This project was not included in the 
Adopted 2013-2018 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Assuming that Council authorizes 
the acquisition, staff will bring forward a budget amendment this fall to account for the 
acquisition.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that Council approval the acquisition of this parcel of land adjacent to 
Paramount Open Space for inclusion into the park for $70,000. 
 
 
 
Approved By: City Manager JU City Attorney IS 

 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Attachment A – Purchase and Sale Agreement 
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