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AGENDA TITLE: Arbor Day Proclamation and Tree City USA Designation 
DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
PRESENTED BY: Eric Friedli, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director 
ACTION: ____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     ____ Motion                   

____ Discussion    ____ Public Hearing  _X__ Proclamation   

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
In 1872, Arbor Day was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in 
the State of Nebraska. Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world.   
National Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday of April, and this year, Arbor Day falls 
on April 29, 2015. 
 
The City of Shoreline has long recognized the benefit of improving the natural 
environment for present and future generations. Natural areas, trees, and landscapes 
provide not only community beautification but also economic and environmental 
benefits. To that end, the City of Shoreline is engaged in the Implementation of the 2014 
Urban Forest Strategic Plan. That plan guides the City in the management and 
maintenance of our valuable community forest. 
 
This proclamation recognizes Arbor Day in the City of Shoreline and encourages 
Shoreline citizens to participate in appropriate activities and to enjoy the parks and other 
natural areas in our community.  On Sunday, April 24, 2016, the City of Shoreline 
celebrated Arbor Day by gathering with residents to remove invasive plants and plant 
native plants at Twin Ponds Park. The City of Shoreline has received official notification 
that the City has been recognized for the fourth year in a row as a Tree City USA 
community. Ben Thompson, Urban Forestry Specialist from the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources, was in attendance to formally present our award.  
 
At tonight's meeting, Jim Coneul and Yoshkio Saheki, the group leaders of the Stewards 
of Twin Ponds Park, will accept the Arbor Day proclamation. Stewards of Twin Ponds 
Park was created by John Dixon, Seattle resident who began working in Twin Ponds 
Park in 1990 as a steward when it was still unincorporated King County. 
 
Jim Coneul has lived in Shoreline for over 25 years. Jim Conuel came to the Seattle 
area by riding his bicycle cross country in 1972 after graduating from the University of 
Massachusetts. A longtime supporter of bicycle commuting, clean air, and 
environmental preservation, Jim joined the Stewards of Twin Ponds Park group after 
meeting John Dixon in 2010. Since then he has been a regular at the weekly work 
parties that have cleared much of the Himalayan blackberry and English ivy from the 
park. He has lived near Twin Ponds Park since 1991, and is now retired after careers in 
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the mental health and information technology fields. Jim enjoys country dancing and 
plays the guitar with friends, occasionally performing at open mic venues around town. 
 
Yoshiko Saheki has lived in Shoreline for over 20 years. Yoshiko first learned about 
John Dixon's restoration project in Twin Ponds Park shortly after Shoreline became a 
city. She began as a once-a-year volunteer back in 1997. In 2013, she joined the 
weekly work parties and greatly appreciates the hard work put in by John and others 
over the years. She is happy to continue the restoration efforts. Yoshiko is also active in 
the Parkwood Neighborhood Association, the 145th Street Citizens Committee, and 
Friends of Shoreline Library. She served two separate terms on the Library Board, 
including as chair of the inaugural board in 1996. She is a fundraising professional and 
currently works at Northwest School for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Children. 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that Council declare April 29, 2016 as a day to recognize Arbor Day 
in the City of Shoreline. 
 
 
 
Approved By: City Manager: JN  City Attorney MK 
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P R O C L A M A T I O N 
 
 
WHERAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 

that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and 
 
WHERAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 

than a million trees in Nebraska, and Arbor Day is now observed 
throughout the nation and the world; and 

 
WHERAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut 

heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, 
produce life-giving oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and 

 
WHERAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of 

business areas, beautify our community, and are a source of joy and 
spiritual renewal; and 

 
WHERAS, the City of Shoreline has been recognized for the fourth year in a row as a 

Tree City USA Community by Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources Urban and Community Forestry; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Chris Roberts, Mayor of the City of Shoreline, on behalf of the 

Shoreline City Council, urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to 
support efforts to protect our trees and urban forest, and do hereby 
proclaim April 29, 2016 as 

 
ARBOR DAY 

  
 in the City of Shoreline. 
 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Christopher Roberts, Mayor of Shoreline 
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