
 

              
 

Council Meeting Date:   December 4, 2017 Agenda Item:   7(b) 
              

 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

  CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 
 

 

AGENDA TITLE: Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement with the 
North City Water District to Transfer Responsibility for Certain 
Public Right-of-Way Street Lights to the City of Shoreline 

DEPARTMENT: City Attorney’s Office 
PRESENTED BY: Margaret King 
ACTION:     ____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     __X_ Motion                   

____ Discussion    ____ Public Hearing 
 

 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT: 
The North City Water District has responsibility for 14 street lights that it currently bills 
Shoreline residents for and would like to transfer to the City of Shoreline so that street 
lights can be treated the same as lights covered by the 2008 Street Light Agreement 
entered into between the City and Seattle City Light (SCL).  Tonight, staff is requesting 
that Council authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement (Attachment A) 
between the City and the North City Water District to transfer responsibility for these 
street lights from the District to the City. 
 
RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The Street Light Electricity and Maintenance budget for the City’s existing street lights 
totals approximately $515,000 for 2018.  The addition of the 14 street lights will add 
$200.92 per month for an annual increase of approximately $2,411.  The table below 
provides the calculation of the cost of these street lights using SCL’s 2017 rates: 
 
Street Light Rate Category # Units 2017 Monthly Rate 2017 Monthly Cost 
AH1 1 $25.48 $25.48  
DH1 2 $29.86 $59.72  
RL1 11 $10.52 $115.72  
Total 14   $200.92  

 
Staff will monitor the current budget to determine if an amendment to the street light 
budget will be needed in 2018.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that Council authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement 
with the North City Water District to transfer responsibility for certain public right-of-way 
street lights to the City as set forth in Attachment A. 
 
Approved By: City Manager DT            City Attorney  MK 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Prior to becoming the North City Water District (District) the District was known as 
Shoreline Water District and prior to that, it was known as King County Water District 
No. 42.  Pursuant to the authority granted by state law, King County Water District No. 
42 created a local improvement district known as Street Lighting District No. 2 (SLD No. 
2) on April 4, 1977 at the request of 19 property owners located on NE 153rd Street.   
 
SLD No. 2 currently consists of 14 street lights.  Because the street lights were the 
result of a street lighting district, the District is required to bill the 19 benefited property 
owners for the cost of the energy, lamp replacement, and normal maintenance for the 
street lights.  The properties that are currently part of SLD No. 2 are identified on Exhibit 
A and located as depicted in the four maps attached as Exhibit B to the Agreement. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
In 2008, Shoreline and SCL entered into a Street Light Agreement (Attachment B) 
regarding the ownership and maintenance of street lights within the City of Shoreline.  
Per the 2008 Street Light Agreement, SCL owns all the “standard” street lights in the 
City, and Shoreline owns the “non-standard” street lights along Aurora Avenue N, 15th 
Avenue NE and the Shoreline Interurban Trail. 
 
Because the street lights in SLD No. 2 were not being administered by SCL, but instead 
the District, the Street Light Agreement did not specifically address the administrative 
and maintenance responsibilities for the 14 street lights created by SLD No. 2; even 
though these street lights would fall within the definition of “standard” street lights as 
defined in the 2008 Street Light Agreement.  This Agreement will have the City taking 
over the responsibility for the 14 street lights.  This will not only allow the City to treat 
Shoreline citizens equally with respect street lights, but will also allow the lights be 
treated consistently with the lights that are addressed in the 2008 Street Light 
Agreement between the City and SCL.  And, although SCL is not a party to this 
Agreement, SCL has consented to the transfer of the lights and will continue to provide 
electricity and maintenance for the street lights as set out in the 2008 Street Light 
Agreement. 
 

RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The Street Light Electricity and Maintenance budget for the City’s existing street lights 
totals approximately $515,000 for 2018.  The addition of the 14 street lights will add 
$200.92 per month for an annual increase of approximately $2,411.  The table below 
provides the calculation of the cost of these street lights using SCL’s 2017 rates: 
 
Street Light Rate Category # Units 2017 Monthly Rate 2017 Monthly Cost 
AH1 1 $25.48 $25.48  
DH1 2 $29.86 $59.72  
RL1 11 $10.52 $115.72  
Total 14   $200.92  
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Staff will monitor the current budget to determine if an amendment to the street light 
budget will be needed in 2018. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that Council authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement 
with the North City Water District to transfer responsibility for certain public right-of-way 
street lights to the City as set forth in Attachment A. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Agreement to Transfer Responsibility for Certain Public Right of Way 

Street Lights from North City Water District to the City of Shoreline 
Attachment A, Exhibit A – Listing of 14 Street Lights to be Transferred from North City 

Water District to the City of Shoreline 
Attachment A, Exhibit B – Maps of 14 Street Lights to be Transferred from North City 

Water District to the City of Shoreline 
Attachment B – 2008 Street Light Agreement Between the City of Shoreline and Seattle 

City Light 
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AGREEMENT TO TRANSFER RESPONSIBILITY FOR  
CERTAIN PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY STREET LIGHTS  

FROM NORTH CITY WATER DISTRICT TO THE CITY OF SHORELINE 
 
 
This AGREEMENT TO TRANSFER CERTAIN PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY STREET LIGHTS 
(“Agreement” or “Transfer Agreement”) is entered into this ___ day of November, 
2017 by and between North City Water District, a Title 57 RCW special purpose 
district (“NCWD” or the “District”) and the City of Shoreline, a Washington non-
charter, municipal code city  (“City” or “Shoreline”).  The City and District are 
referred to collectively herein as “the Parties.”   
 

RECITALS 
 
1. NCWD was previously known as “Shoreline Water District” and before that 
“King County Water District No. 42.” 
 
2. On or about April 4, 1977, in response to a petition filed by the owners of 
nineteen (19) lots on NE 153rd Street, the District Board of Commissioners, by 
Resolution 673, formed and created Street Lighting District No. 2 (“SLD No. 2”), to 
pay for the energy, lamp replacement and normal maintenance costs serving said 
water customers within SLD No. 2. 
 
3. The District currently has responsibility for fourteen (14) street lights within 
SLD No. 2, and bills the benefitted residential properties for the street light service.  
The benefitted properties are identified on Exhibit A attached hereto, and located as 
depicted in four maps attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
 
4. The City of Shoreline was incorporated in 1995.  In 2008, Shoreline and the 
Seattle City Light (“SCL”) entered into a Streetlight Agreement regarding the 
ownership and maintenance of street lights within the Shoreline city limits (“Street 
Light Agreement”).  Per the Street Light Agreement, SCL owns all the “standard” 
streetlights in the City, whereas Shoreline owns the “non-standard” streetlights 
along Aurora Ave. N., 15th Ave NE and the Shoreline Interurban Trail.  Because SLD 
No. 2 was not being administered by SCL but instead NCWD, the  Street Light 
Agreement  did not specifically address the administrative and maintenance 
responsibilities with respect to the fourteen (14) street lights identified in 
paragraphs 2 and 3, above, and Exhibits A and B hereto.   
 
5. The fourteen (14) street lights identified in paragraph 3, above, constitute 
“standard” street lights as defined in the 2008 Street Light Agreement. 
 
6. Section 3 of the 2008 Street Light Agreement provides that "any streetlight 
that is later found to be in public right-of-way that is not in Exhibit A shall be 
immediately added to the City's responsibility." 
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7. The District desires that the City take over the responsibility for the fourteen 
(14) street lights consistent with the intent of the 2008 Street Light Agreement, and 
the City desires to treat citizens within the City of Shoreline equally and consistently 
with the 2008 Street Light Agreement between the City and SCL. 
 
8. The City has the experience, capability and legal authority to accept 
responsibility of the fourteen (14) street lights now administratively currently 
managed by the District.  SCL will continue to own and maintain any standard street 
lights, as they have since 1977. 
 
9. SCL has provided electricity to operate as well as maintenance as needed for 
the fourteen (14) street lights identified in paragraph 3.  Though not a party to this 
Agreement, SCL consents to this transfer and will continue to provide electricity and 
maintenance for the street lights after transfer from the District to the City. 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
10. Effect of Recitals.  The Recitals, paragraphs 1-8 above, are a material part of 
this Agreement. 
 
11. Transfer by District.  North City Water District hereby irrevocably transfers 
to the City of Shoreline all responsibilities for the fourteen (14) street lights 
identified in paragraph 3, above, and Exhibits A and B hereto. 
 
12. Acceptance by City.  The City of Shoreline hereby accepts the transfer of the 
fourteen (14) street lights identified in paragraphs 2 and 3, above, and Exhibits A 
and B hereto, as well as all responsibilities attendant thereto. 
 
13. Attorneys’ Fees and Costs.  In the event of any material breach of this 
Agreement, the party responsible for the breach shall pay the other party’s 
reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees incurred in enforcing the Agreement, and in 
any litigation involving this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to 
receive its reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees in such litigation. 
 
14. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement supersedes all prior agreements and 
understandings, written or oral, between the parties. 
 
15. No Effect on Franchise Agreement.  Except as specifically provided herein, 
nothing in this Agreement shall affect any provision of the Franchise Agreement 
between the City and the District with an effective date of August 21, 2012. 
 
16. Further Assurances.  Each party agrees to diligently and in good faith 
undertake all actions and procedures reasonably required to consummate the 
agreed transfer of street lights as set forth in this Agreement. 
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17. Indemnification.  Each party shall defend, indemnify and hold the other 
harmless from and against any and all claims, actions, damages, liability, and 
expense, including without limitation reasonable attorneys’ fees, incurred as a result 
of such party’s actions under this Agreement. 
 
18. Applicable Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State 
of Washington. 
 
19. Dispute Resolution and Venue.  In the event of any dispute arising under 
this Agreement, the parties will first attempt in good faith to resolve the dispute 
through direct negotiations and/or mediation.  If such good faith attempts to resolve 
the dispute are not successful, then venue for any legal action shall be Shoreline 
District Court or King County Superior Court. 
 
20. Authority to Sign.  The representative of each party signing below affirms 
that he or she has full authority to sign this Agreement and bind the party 
represented. 
 
21. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be signed by one or more counterparts, 
each of which shall be considered an original, and all of which together shall 
constitute one instrument. 
 
 
NORTH CITY WATER DISTRICT   CITY OF SHORELINE 
 
 
 
By:___________________________________   By:____________________________________ 
      DIANE POTTINGER          DEBBIE TARRY 
      District Manager           City Manager 
 
DATED:  December ____, 2017   DATED:  December ____, 2017 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Joseph P. Bennett, Attorney for   Margaret J. King 
North City Water District    City Attorney 
 
DATED:  December____, 2017   DATED:  December____, 2017 
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CONSENT 
 

The undersigned, on behalf of Seattle City Light, affirms that she has read the 
foregoing Agreement and consents to the transfer of fourteen (14) street 
lights, as identified in Exhibits A and B hereto, from North City Water District 
to the City of Shoreline. 

 
 
 
 ____________________________________  DATED:  December ____, 2017 
 KELLY ENRIGHT 
 Customer Care Director 
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AGREEMENT TO TRANSFER RESPONSIBILITY FOR  
CERTAIN PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY STREET LIGHTS  

FROM NORTH CITY WATER DISTRICT TO THE CITY OF SHORELINE 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

 
POLE 
NUMBER 

STREET 
NUMBER 

STREET 
NAME 

LOCATION DETAILS TYPE 

1391007 15503 32ND AVE NE 
WS 32ND AVE NE 2N NE 
155TH ST LED 

1393807 2704 NE 160TH ST 
NWC 28TH AVE NE & NE 
160TH ST LED 

1393885 15502 30TH AVE NE 
NEC NE 155TH ST & 30TH 
AVE NE LED 

1393810 2706 NE 158TH ST 
NWC NE 158TH ST 28TH 
AVE NE LED 

1402470 1502 NE 169TH ST 
NS NE 169TH ST 2E 15TH 
AVE NE LED 

1391008 15505 32ND AVE NE 
WS 32ND AVE NE 2S NE 
158TH ST LED 

1393881 15802 30TH AVE NE 
NEC NE 158TH ST & 30TH 
AVE NE LED 

1391015 15806 30TH AVE NE 
ES 30TH AVE NE 2S NE 
160TH ST LED 

1393883 15506 30TH AVE NE 
ES 30TH AVE NE 2S NE 
158TH ST LED 

1391005 3002 NE 155TH ST 
NWC 32ND AVE NE & NE 
155TH ST LED 

1391011 3004 NE 158TH ST 
NS NE 158TH ST 2E 30TH 
AVE NE LED 

1402437 1506 NE 177TH ST 
NS NE 177TH ST 3E 15TH 
AVE NE NON-LED 

1352807 404 NE 153RD ST 
NS NE 153RD PL 1W 5TH 
AVE NE NON-LED 

1352824 402 NE 153RD ST 
NS NE 153RD PL 2W 5TH 
AVE NE NON-LED 
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Lake Forest ParkShoreline

X

X
X

Pole #s 1391005 1393881
1391008 1393883
1391011 1393885
1391015 1391007
1393810 1393807
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Pole #s

Shoreline

1352807
1352824
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Pole # 1402470

Shoreline
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Pole # 1402437

This pole needs review, as it is mis-labeled in this map, as “individual owner”
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