
 

              
 

Council Meeting Date:  February 26, 2018 Agenda Item:  8(a) 
              

 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 
 

 

AGENDA TITLE: 2018 Planning Commission Appointments 
DEPARTMENT: Planning & Community Development 
PRESENTED BY: Rachael Markle, AICP, Director 
 Steven Szafran, AICP, Senior Planner 
ACTION:     ____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     __X_ Motion                       

____ Discussion    ____ Public Hearing 
 

 
 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT: 
On March 31, 2018, the terms of Planning Commissioners Donna Thomas, Laura Mork, 
and Jack Malek are set to expire.  The Commission also needs a member to fill the 
vacancy left by former Commissioner Susan Chang who was elected to the Shoreline 
City Council in January.  The rules for Planning Commission Membership in the 
Shoreline Municipal Code (SMC 2.20.020(A)) state: “…No member shall serve longer 
than two consecutive terms”.  Since Donna Thomas has already served two 
consecutive terms, she is not eligible for reappointment.  The two other Commissioners 
whose terms are expiring, Laura Mork and Jack Malek, are eligible for Council 
reappointment to the Planning Commission. 
 
On January 22nd, in accordance with Council Rules of Procedure governing Council 
appointments to Boards and Commissions, the Mayor appointed a Council 
subcommittee to screen, interview and make recommendations to the full Council about 
which candidates to appoint to the four Planning Commission positions.  The 
subcommittee included Mayor Hall and Councilmembers Scully and McConnell.  The 
subcommittee subsequently met on February 13th to conduct the Planning Commission 
interviews, and after deliberations, unanimously recommended that the full Council 
appoint Mei-shiou Lin, Suzanne Davis, Jack Malek, and Laura Mork to the Planning 
Commission for four-year terms that will run from April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2022. 
 
RESOURCES/FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
There is no financial impact for this Council action. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Council move to appoint Mei-shiou Lin, Suzanne Davis, Jack 
Malek, and Laura Mork to the Planning Commission for four-year terms that will run 
from April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2022. 
 
 
Approved By: City Manager DT City Attorney MK 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On March 31, 2018, the terms of Planning Commissioners Donna Thomas, Laura Mork, 
and Jack Malek are set to expire.  The Commission also needs a member to fill the 
vacancy left by former Commissioner Susan Chang who was elected to the Shoreline 
City Council in January.  The rules for Planning Commission Membership in the 
Shoreline Municipal Code (SMC 2.20.020(A)) state: “…No member shall serve longer 
than two consecutive terms”.  Since Donna Thomas has already served two 
consecutive terms, she is not be eligible for reappointment.  The two other 
Commissioners whose terms are expiring, Laura Mork and Jack Malek, are eligible for 
Council reappointment to the Planning Commission. 
 
The three Planning Commission members whose terms are not set to expire this year 
are David Maul, Easton Craft, and William Montero. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
In order to fill these four positions on the Planning Commission, the positions were 
advertised starting in November 2017 with the application period closing January 12, 
2018.  The City notified the public of these openings through Currents, the City’s 
webpage, Shoreline Area News, Planning Commission Agenda Email, Shoreline E-
News, City Manager’s Report to Council, Facebook, Twitter, and the Council of 
Neighborhoods.  A notice was also posted at Libraries, the Shoreline Police Station and 
the Spartan Recreation Center. 
 
On January 22nd, in accordance with Council Rules of Procedure governing Council 
appointments to Boards and Commissions, the Mayor appointed a Council 
subcommittee to screen, interview and make recommendations to the full Council about 
which candidates to appoint to the four Planning Commission positions.  The 
subcommittee included Mayor Hall and Councilmembers Scully and McConnell.  The 
subcommittee met on February 5th to determine the Planning Commission finalists for 
further review from the following field of 38 candidates.  The six finalists are shown in 
bold underline below, and their applications are attached as Attachment A. 
 
2018 Planning Commission Applicants 
Ademasu, Annette 
Amtmann, Lindsey 
Baker, Nicole 
Beltran, Marie G. 
Buchheit, Marcellus 
Charnley, Alan D. 
Clark, Amber 
Cole, John 
Cross, Pamela 
Davis, Suzanne 
Dellino, Domenick J. 
Doll, Bradford 
Donovan, Cassandra 

Dragovich, Douglas M. 
Ederer, Donald 
Faino, Nicolaus 
Fordice, Bob 
Fulford-Foster, Jeremiah 
Garwood, Rob 
Heller, Dennis L. 
Hickey, William 
King-Jahnke, Hannah 
Kiros, Bereket 
Leitzelar, Lisa 
Lin, Mei-shiou 
 

Malek, Jack 
Martin, Julie 
Mork, Laura 
Myers, Jessica 
Nardone, David 
Pollowitz, Jacob 
Smith, Gordon 
Sohng, Hee Yon 
Spingler, Clifford 
Tang, Calvin 
Virdeh, Lindsey 
Vojnikovic, Elvira 
Walsh, Thomas C. 
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The Council subcommittee decided that the meetings that the Council has already held 
with current Planning Commissioners Jack Malek and Laura Mork provided them with 
all the information they would be able to gather from an interview, so the subcommittee 
waived the interview requirement for those applicants.  For the remaining four 
applicants, the subcommittee met on February 13th to conduct interviews.  After the 
interviews were conducted, the subcommittee deliberated and unanimously 
recommended that the full Council appoint Suzanne Davis, Mei-shiou Lin, Jack Malek, 
and Laura Mork to the Planning Commission for four year terms. 
 

RESOURCES/FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There is no financial impact for this Council action. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Council move to appoint Mei-shiou Lin, Suzanne Davis, Jack 
Malek, and Laura Mork to the Planning Commission for four-year terms that will run 
from April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2022. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Applications of Planning Commission Appointee Finalists 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE APPLICATION 
 
 
FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Board or Commission 
 
(Please type or print) 
 
Name   
 
Are you a Shoreline resident or property owner?   
 
Length of residence _____________________ 
 
1. List your educational background.   
   
   
   
   
 
2. Please state your occupational background, beginning with your current occupation  
 and employer.     
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
3. Describe your involvement in the Shoreline community.     
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 

1 

Bereket Kiros

Yes

1998

Master's Degree In Business Administration
BS in Liberal Arts(Teconology and Environmental Sciences
AAS in Heating Ventilation and Air Condition Teconology

Community organizer for non profit and own Transpoartion Busines. 
Community Engagement Commisioner for City of Seattle to advice the Mayor and City Council
Worked for City of Seattle for 13 years at Human Resources and different department. Served as Liaison

on Race and Social Justice to applay racial equity to a department programs and projects. Board for 23 

and impact of homeless people as a result of the University of Washington master plan to increse 13% 
growth increase the building without community conceren. Coalition of Immigrnts Refugee and Community Board

I am a board member for Merdian Neighbourhood Association

Alliance for Equity and Livability, to help mitigate the need for affordable transit, the loss of low income housing

City Planning Commission

Certificate Lead training 12 months program City of Seattle

Attachment A
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4. Describe your leadership roles and/or any special expertise you have which would be 
 applicable to the position for which you are applying.      
   
   
   
   
   
 
5. List the addresses of property you own in Shoreline and the type of property (residential  
 or commercial).   
    
   
   
   
 
6. Are you an official representative of a homeowners’ association or other group?  If so, 
 please name the group.     
   
   
   
 
7. Describe why you are interested in serving in this position.   
   
   
   
   
   
  
Appointment to this board or commission will require your consistent attendance at 
regularly scheduled meetings. 
 
Are you available for evening meetings? __________  Daytime meetings? __________ 
 
************************************************************************* 
Please return this application by the deadline to: City of Shoreline, City Clerk  
  17500 Midvale Avenue North 
  Shoreline, WA  98133 
  (206) 801- 2230 
 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this application.   
Volunteers play a vital role in the Shoreline government.  We appreciate your interest. 

Disclosure Notice:  Please note that your responses to the above application questions may 
be disclosed to the public under Washington State Law.  The Personal Information form 
(page 3), however, is not subject to public disclosure. 

2 

I have over twenty years experience in public advocacy with civic and non profit organization 
Worked and lead with diverse group of people to be effective, At Seattle city Hall a frequent advocacy and 
partcipated in many panal discussions policy issues. Still working with other Alliance University of Washington 
Master Plan to mitigate its impact on employee and property owners, trafic zoning. My experience can be 
utilized effctively in those areas.

17829 Wayne Avenue N shoreline a residential

No

As a resident of Shoreline over 16 years I will like to contrbiute my know how to address
issues that I am working with other aliances to mitigate Community needs as a result of unprecedent

yes flexible

growth in King County.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE APPLICATION 
 
 
FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Board or Commission 
 
(Please type or print) 
 
Name   
 
Are you a Shoreline resident or property owner?   
 
Length of residence _____________________ 
 
1. List your educational background.   
   
   
   
   
 
2. Please state your occupational background, beginning with your current occupation  
 and employer.     
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
3. Describe your involvement in the Shoreline community.     
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 

1 
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The Ohio State University. Columbus, OH.  Master of Landscape Architecture
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Nation Taiwan University. Taipei, Taiwan.  Master of Science in AgronomyNation Taiwan University. Taipei, Taiwan.  Bachelor of Science in Agronomy
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		   I am currently employed by WSDOT as a transportation planning specialist in Shoreline. Pior to this position, I have worked 4 years in Taichung City Goverment in Taiwan as an Agriculture Specialist; 13 years in land development consulting at Triad Associates; and 6 years at AECOM Shanghai as a senior designer/director managing international projects in their design, planning & economics studio. I have been a practicing landscape architect for over 20 years.
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Planning Commission
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							          I was an active member in Richmond Highland neighborhood association before working overseas and now connect to the neighbors through NextDoor, an online group. I participated in Sunset park and in the Shorewood Highschool community design process; participated in various public meetings involving the shaping of Shoreline. I volunteer as a 'Nature Leaders' at Shorewood High School to bridge families/community and school. I connect to neighbors through gardening and soil & water stewardship.   
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4. Describe your leadership roles and/or any special expertise you have which would be 
 applicable to the position for which you are applying.      
   
   
   
   
   
 
5. List the addresses of property you own in Shoreline and the type of property (residential  
 or commercial).   
    
   
   
   
 
6. Are you an official representative of a homeowners’ association or other group?  If so, 
 please name the group.     
   
   
   
 
7. Describe why you are interested in serving in this position.   
   
   
   
   
   
  
Appointment to this board or commission will require your consistent attendance at 
regularly scheduled meetings. 
 
Are you available for evening meetings? __________  Daytime meetings? __________ 
 
************************************************************************* 
Please return this application by the deadline to: City of Shoreline, City Clerk  
  17500 Midvale Avenue North 
  Shoreline, WA  98133 
  (206) 801- 2230 
 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this application.   
Volunteers play a vital role in the Shoreline government.  We appreciate your interest. 

Disclosure Notice:  Please note that your responses to the above application questions may 
be disclosed to the public under Washington State Law.  The Personal Information form 
(page 3), however, is not subject to public disclosure. 
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								I am passionate about contributing to the enhancement of our communities. Shoreline is where I rooted in the United States and raise my family. No matter how how fast changes are happening in the world, this is the home base that I find refuge and strength. I want to live and work in a vibrant and resilient City with a long term vision of creating an even more livable environment. The best way to realize this desire, is to actively participate in its planning.
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I own a residential property in Shoreline. The address is:524 N. 170th Place, Shoreline WA 98133
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							     I have leadership experience in managing a landscape studio of 43 professionals. I have the expertise in a wide variety of landscape practices including, waterfront and urban renewal/renovation, and design/planning projects locally and aboard which will bring value to our City projects. Both my professional training and passion in building a better community will bring value to the position.
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