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Council Meeting Date:   March 16, 2020 Agenda Item:  7(f) 
              

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 

 
 

AGENDA TITLE: Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Washington State 
Department of Transportation Release of Deed Restriction and City 
Covenant to Obtain Fair Market Value or Equivalent Land for Road 
Purposes  

DEPARTMENT: City Manager’s Office 
 Public Works 
PRESENTED BY: Juniper Nammi, Light Rail Project Manager 
 Noel Hupprich, Development Review and Construction Manager 
ACTION:     ____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     _X_ Motion                    
                                ____ Discussion    ____ Public Hearing 
 

 
 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT: 
Sound Transit is seeking to acquire through intergovernmental property transfer a 
portion of City Rights-of-Way (ROW) identified as 7th Avenue NE, north of NE 185th 
Street, and a triangular portion of NE 185th Street, north of the existing sidewalk 
between 7th Avenue NE and 8th Avenue NE through proposed Resolution No. 453, 
which is separately on tonight’s agenda for adoption. This City ROW property is 
proposed as part of a larger site for the construction of the Shoreline North/185th Light 
Rail Station, Garage and Transit Center as currently designed for the Lynnwood Link 
Extension (LLE) Project.   
 
The majority of 7th Avenue NE and NE 185th Street (24,068 square feet) is owned in fee 
by the City of Shoreline and can be transferred to Sound Transit pursuant to RCW 
Chapter 39.33. This area was transferred to King County in 1986 via a Quitclaim Deed 
from Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and includes a 
restriction that allows the land to only be used for road purposes. WSDOT needs to 
release the deed restriction in the 1986 Deed so that Sound Transit can use the 
property for the light rail station and garage, which are not road purposes.  
 
The City and WSDOT mutually drafted a letter (Attachment A) documenting that 
WSDOT’s agreement to release the deed restriction and the City’s covenant to use 
property, or revenue, of equivalent fair market value from this intergovernmental 
property transfer would be used for road purposes. To comply with the deed restriction 
on this property, the City would apply the same deed restriction to the new fee owned 
property received from Sound transit and would use it for road purposes. The Release 
of Deed restriction to be recorded on title was also mutually developed (Attachment A). 
WSDOT has signed the letter and would sign the Release of Deed Restriction when 
needed for recording on title. Tonight, staff is requesting that Council authorize the City 
Manager to execute this letter and release of deed. 
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RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
There is no direct financial impact related to this Letter and Release of Deed Restriction 
between the City and WSDOT. The letter documents the City’s covenant to comply with 
the deed restriction on the portions of City ROW to be transferred Sound Transit. Future 
City property to be received as compensation from Sound Transit would be restricted to 
Road purposes through recording of the same deed restriction to the new fee-owned 
property received from Sound Transit. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to sign the letter 
covenanting to comply with the road purposes only deed restriction and to execute the 
Release of Deed Restriction.  
 
 
 
Approved By: City Manager DT City Attorney MK 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Sound Transit Lynnwood Link Extension (LLE) Project includes the proposed 
Shoreline South/185th Station, which is designed to be located parallel to the I-5 corridor 
and immediately north of NE 185th Street and west of 8th Avenue NE. The station is 
proposed to be located over portions of the I-5 Limited Access Area and the ROW for 
7th Avenue NE and the northern margin of NE 185th Street. The majority of this area is 
owned in fee by the City and would be transferred to Sound Transit through approval of 
Resolution No. 453 and the related Property Agreement.   
 
The area of City ROW proposed for transfer to Sound Transit was originally purchased 
from private property owners for construction I-5. In 1986, property that was acquired by 
Washington State Department of Transpiration (WSDOT) for realignment of King 
County roads from the I-5 project was transferred to King County by Quitclaim Deed 
(Recording No.8603110515), recorded March 11, 1986, and includes a restriction that 
allows the land to only be used for road purposes. This property was conveyed to the 
City of Shoreline by operation of law in or about 1995 when the City incorporated. 
WSDOT needs to release the deed restriction in the 1986 Deed so that Sound Transit 
can use the property for the light rail station and garage, which are not road purposes.  
 
City Council held a public hearing on the proposed intergovernmental transfer of 
portions of 7th Avenue NE and NE 185th Street on March 2, 2020. The draft WSDOT – 
City of Shoreline letter and draft Release of Deed restriction were included with the staff 
report and identified by staff as a key step in transferring the property to Sound Transit. 
The staff report for the March 2, 2020 public hearing can be found online at:  
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staff
report030220-8a.pdf. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Currently, the property at 7th Avenue NE and NE 185th Street, proposed for transfer to 
Sound Transit, is subject to the following restriction that is in the 1986 Deed:  

It is understood and agreed that the above referenced property is 
transferred for road purposes and that all revenue resulting from any 
vacation, sale or rental of such road shall be placed in the county road 
fund and used exclusively for road purposes. 

 
WSDOT has agreed to release the deed restriction in the 1986 Deed so that Sound 
Transit can use the property for the light rail station and garage, which are not road 
purposes. The City and WSDOT mutually drafted a letter and release of deed restriction 
to be recorded on title and documenting the City’s covenant to use property, or revenue, 
of equivalent fair market value from this intergovernmental property transfer would be 
used for road purposes (Attachment A). As a condition of releasing the deed restriction 
on the portion of City ROW needed for the new light rail Station, WSDOT requires that 
the City apply the same deed restriction to any new fee owned property received from 
Sound Transit as compensation. The proposed letter documents the City’s agreement 
to do so. 
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Council directed staff to bring this item back for authorization on the March 16, 2020, 
consent agenda.  
 

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH 
 
The need to release the deed restriction was part of the staff report to Council for the 
public hearing held on March 2, 2020, on proposed Resolution No. 453 to transfer this 
City ROW to Sound Transit for the Shoreline North/185th Station site. No public 
comment was received. 
 

COUNCIL GOAL(S) ADDRESSED 
 
Proposed Resolution 453 to transfer portions of 7th Ave NE and NE 185th Street ROW to 
Sound Transit for the Shoreline North/185th Station site supports the 2019-2021 Council 
Goal 3 – Continued preparation for regional mass transit in Shoreline. 
 

RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There is no direct financial impact related to this Letter and Release of Deed Restriction 
between the City and WSDOT. The letter documents the City’s covenant to comply with 
the deed restriction on the portions of City ROW to be transferred Sound Transit. Future 
City property to be received as compensation from Sound Transit would be restricted to 
Road purposes through recording of the same deed restriction to the new fee-owned 
property received from Sound Transit. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to sign the letter 
covenanting to comply with the road purposes only deed restriction and to execute the 
Release of Deed Restriction.  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – WSDOT Release and City Covenant Letter – 7th and 185th 
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Attachment A

7f-5



Attachment A
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SR5-Seattle Freeway_185th Street ROW Plan
Attachment A
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Release of Deed Restriction 

AFTER RECORDING RETURN TO: 

Washington State Department of Transportation 

Northwest Region 

15700 Dayton Avenue N 

PO Box 330310 

Seattle, WA  98133-9710 

RELEASE OF DEED RESTRICTION 

Whereas, by Quitclaim Deed dated January 10, 1984, recorded March 11, 1986 under King 

County Auditor’s File No. 8603110515 (Deed), the Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT), a state agency, conveyed certain land on the WSDOT Right of Way 

Plans entitled SR 5, Seattle Freeway, E. 145th ST. to E. 200th ST. (Exhibit A attached hereto), to 

King County, a municipal corporation, subject to a Deed Restriction which states: 

It is understood and agreed that the above referenced property is transferred for 

road purposes and that all revenue resulting from any vacation, sale or rental of 

such road shall be placed in the county road fund and used exclusively for road 

purposes.  

Whereas, said land was conveyed to the City of Shoreline, a municipal corporation, by operation 

of law in/about 1995 when the City incorporated and has been used by the City for road purposes 

since that time; and 

Whereas, the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority (Sound Transit) sought vacation of 

certain portions of said land as described on Exhibit B-1 hereto and depicted on Exhibit B-2  

hereto (Property) for non-road purposes, namely for the constructing, operating, and maintaining 

a light rail station, guideway, and related features for its Lynnwood Link Extension project; and 

Whereas, to permit Sound Transit to utilize said Property for non-road purposes, WSDOT must 

release the Deed Restriction encumbering said Property but WSDOT is still obligated to retain the 

Deed Restriction; and  

Now Therefore, in consideration of the promises and covenants set forth below, WSDOT and the 

City hereby execute this Release of Deed Restriction as follows: 

Attachment A
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Release of Deed Restriction 

Section 1.   Release of Deed Restriction.   

A. WSDOT hereby releases the Deed Restriction showing on Page 1 of the Quitclaim Deed 

dated January 10, 1984, recorded March 11, 1986 under King County Auditor’s File No. 

8603110515, but only in relationship to the Property. 

Section 2.   City of Shoreline Covenants.    

In consideration of the release of the Deed Restriction, the City of Shoreline hereby 

covenants: 

A. The City shall record this Release of Deed Restriction with the King County Recorder’s 

Office. 

B. The City shall obtain from Sound Transit fee title to other real property (Exchange 

Property) of equivalent fair market value to the Property. 

C. The City shall encumber the fee title to the Exchange Property with the same language as 

the Deed Restriction. 

D. If the City sells, leases, or vacates the Exchange Property, the revenues resulting therefrom 

shall be placed in the City’s Road Fund and used exclusively for road purposes. 

/// 

Signatures and Notary Certification on following pages 

Attachment A
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Release of Deed Restriction 

Therefore, the Washington State Department of Transportation and the City of Shoreline executes 

this Release of Deed Restriction which becomes effective upon its execution. 

Dated this _____ day of ____________________, 2020. 

Washington State Department of Transportation 

_______________________  ___________ 

Hal Wolfe Date 

Northwest Region, 

Real Estate Services Manager 

STATE OF WASHINGTON          ) 

) 

COUNTY OF KING       ) 

I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Hal Wolfe is the person who 

appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he/she signed this instrument, on oath 

stated that he/she was authorized to execute the instrument as the Real Estate Services Manager-

Northwest Region for the Washington State Department of Transportation and acknowledged the 

said instrument to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the Washington State Department of 

Transportation, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

DATED this __ day of ____________, 2020. 

___________________________________ 

(signed name of notary) 

___________________________________ 

(printed name of notary) 

Notary Public in and for the 

State of Washington 

Residing at__________________________ 

My appointment expires_______________ 

City of Shoreline Signature and Notary Certification on following page. 

Attachment A
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Release of Deed Restriction 

City of Shoreline: 

_____________________________ ___________ 

Debbie Tarry  Date 

City Manager 

STATE OF WASHINGTON          ) 

) 

COUNTY OF KING ) 

I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Debbie Tarry is the person who 

appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he/she signed this instrument, on oath 

stated that he/she was authorized to execute the instrument as the City Manager for the City of 

Shoreline and acknowledged the said instrument to be the free and voluntary act and deed of the 

City of Shoreline, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

DATED this __ day of ____________, 2020. 

___________________________________ 

(signed name of notary) 

___________________________________ 

(printed name of notary) 

Notary Public in and for the 

State of Washington 

Residing at__________________________ 

My appointment expires_______________ 

Attachment A
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Exhibit A

Attachment A
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Exhibit B-1
Attachment A
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