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Council Meeting Date:  August 10, 2020 Agenda Item:  8(a) 
              

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 

 
 

AGENDA TITLE: Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 893 – Interim Regulations to 
Allow for Additional Extensions of Application Deadlines Beyond 
Those Provided for in the Shoreline Municipal Code Due to COVID-
19 Impacts 

DEPARTMENT: Planning and Community Development 
PRESENTED BY: Rachael Markle, Director, Planning and Community Development 
ACTION:     _ __ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     ____ Motion                    

____ Discussion    __X_ Public Hearing 
 

 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT: 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the ability of permit customers and staff to 
process permit applications, which in turn, has caused delays for the commencement of 
development activities.  Recognizing the impacts this had on applicants, the City 
Manager enacted Temporary Emergency Order No. 6 on May 4, 2020, temporarily 
suspending application and permit deadlines related to development, effective for 
approved permits and applications in process as of March 4, 2020.   
 
Adopted Ordinance No. 893 (Attachment A) rescinded/terminated Temporary 
Emergency Order No. 6 and replaced it with interim regulations that provide relief for 
applicants by creating additional extensions of application and permit deadlines due to 
the economic and health impacts of COVID-19.  The City Council adopted Ordinance 
No. 893 without first holding a public hearing consistent with the authority granted in 
state law for interim zoning controls.  Tonight, the City Council will conduct the public 
hearing as required within 60 days of adopting Ordinance No. 893.  
 
RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Ordinance No. 893 has the potential to protect the time and financial investment of 
applicants and permit holders.  Supporting the viability of permit applications, approved 
ready to issue permits and issued permits supports the greater economy and 
community with little or no impact on the City’s resources. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council hold a public hearing to receive testimony on 
Ordinance No. 893, which allows for additional extensions of permit application 
deadlines beyond those provided in the Shoreline Municipal Code due to COVID-19 
impacts. 
 
 
Approved By: City Manager DT City Attorney MK 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The City Manager enacted Temporary Emergency Order No. 6 on May 4, 2020, 
temporarily suspending application and permit deadlines related to development, 
effective for approved permits and applications in process as of March 4, 2020.  On July 
20, 2020, the City Council discussed proposed Ordinance No. 893, which proposed to  
terminate the City Manager’s Temporary Emergency Order No. 6 and replace it with 
interim regulations that provide relief for applicants by creating additional extensions of 
application and permit deadlines due to the economic and health impacts of COVID-19.  
The staff report for this Council discussion can be found at the following link:  
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staff
report072020-8b.pdf. 
 
On July 27, 2020 the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 893.  The link to this staff 
report can be found using the following link:  
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staff
report072720-7d.pdf. 
 
The interim regulations in Ordinance No. 893 are in effect for six (6) months.  The 
interim regulations proactively provide applicants with additional time to respond to the 
City’s comments or requests for information and pick up approved permits that are 
ready to be issued. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The City Council has statutory authority to adopt interim regulations pursuant to RCW 
35A.63.220 and under the Growth Management Act (GMA) at RCW 36.70A.390.  Under 
these statutory provisions, the City may adopt an ordinance without a Public Hearing 
and without review and recommendation by the Planning Commission.  A Public 
Hearing must be held within 60 days of the adoption of interim regulations. 
 
Tonight’s Public Hearing on the interim regulations adopted by Ordinance No. 893 was 
advertised in the Seattle Times and on the City’s website at least 10 days prior to the 
hearing, as required by the Council Rules of Procedure. 
 
Pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Proclamation 20-28, the Public Hearing will be 
held electronically only due to health concerns from COVID-19.  All interested persons 
are encouraged to listen and/or attend the remote online public hearing and to provide 
oral and/or written comments.  Information on how to join the meeting is posted on 
http://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/council-meetings. 
 
Written comments should be submitted to Rachael Markle at rmarkle@shorelinewa.gov 
by no later than 4:00 p.m. local time on August 10, 2020.  Any person wishing to provide 
oral testimony at the hearing should register via the Remote Public Comment Sign-in 
form on the City’s website at least thirty (30) minutes before the start of the meeting.  A 
request to sign-up can also be made directly to the City Clerk.  Any person requiring a 
disability accommodation should also contact the City Clerk in advance for more 
information. 
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RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Ordinance No. 893 has the potential to protect the time and financial investment of 
applicants and permit holders.  Supporting the viability of permit applications, approved 
ready to issue permits and issued permits supports the greater economy and 
community with little or no impact on the City’s resources. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council hold a public hearing to receive testimony on 
Ordinance No. 893, which allows for additional extensions of permit application 
deadlines beyond those provided in the Shoreline Municipal Code due to COVID-19 
impacts. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Adopted Ordinance No. 893 
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