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Council Meeting Date:   August 10, 2020 Agenda Item:   8(b) 
              

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 

 
 

AGENDA TITLE: Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 895 – Interim Regulations for 
Outdoor Seating 

DEPARTMENT: Planning and Community Development 
PRESENTED BY: Andrew Bauer, Senior Planner 
ACTION:     _____ Ordinance     ____ Resolution     ____ Motion                    

_____ Discussion    __X__ Public Hearing 
 

 
PROBLEM/ISSUE STATEMENT: 
Eating and drinking establishments have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Phase 2 of the Safe Start Washington Plan allows these businesses to 
resume table service, but with seating and capacity restrictions. Ordinance No. 895 
(Attachment A) was adopted by the City Council on July 27, 2020 and reduces 
regulatory barriers such as parking requirements and fees for outdoor seating areas. It 
also establishes a registration for seating areas on private property as well as an 
expedited Right-of-Way Site Permit review for seating areas on City right-of-way 
(ROW). 
 
The City Council adopted Ordinance No. 895 without first holding a public hearing, 
consistent with the authority granted in state law for interim zoning controls.  Tonight, 
the City Council is conducting the required public hearing within the mandated 60-day 
timeframe of adopting Ordinance No. 895. 
 
RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Ordinance No. 895 waives fees for temporary outdoor seating areas. The total impact 
on revenue will vary depending on the number of businesses establishing outdoor 
seating areas. With the Outdoor Seating Registration process now implemented for 
private property areas it is anticipated to use a smaller amount of staff time to process 
the registrations. 
 
By expanding occupancy, businesses will hopefully be able to increase their sales and 
in-turn contribute more to the flow of economic activity (e.g. wages to employees, tax 
revenue, etc.). 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends Council hold a public hearing to receive testimony on Ordinance No. 
895, which establishes interim regulations to allow for outdoor seating on private 
property and City ROW. 
 
Approved By: City Manager DT City Attorney MK 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On June 19, 2020, King County transitioned to Phase 2 of the Governor’s Safe Start 
Washington Plan. Phase 2 allowed for the reopening of restaurants and taverns, but 
they were restricted to no more than 50% of their capacity and cannot serve groups 
larger than five. On July 23, 2020, the Governor added additional restrictions to 
restaurants and taverns, including: 

• Limiting indoor dining at restaurants to members of the same household,  

• Not allowing any indoor service at bars, breweries, and taverns, regardless 
of whether food is being served, and 

• Requiring restaurants to close game areas, such those for video games, 
pool tables and darts, until Phase 4. 

 
To provide relief for these businesses the Council took action to ease regulations on 
outdoor seating and dining areas so that lost capacity due to seating restrictions can be 
at least partially offset while still adhering to the Safe Start Washington Plan. 
 

At the July 20, 2020 Council meeting, staff presented a comparison of measures 

implemented in other cities that allow flexibility for outdoor seating. Staff also presented 

a recommendation on how to modify existing City regulations to establish flexibility for 

outdoor seating for bars and restaurants in Shoreline. The staff report for the July 20, 

2020 Council meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staff

report072020-8c.pdf. 

 

On July 27, 2020, the Council adopted Ordinance No. 895. The Council approved this 

Ordinance prior to holding a Public Hearing.  The Council is given this authority under 

RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390.  The staff report can be found at the following 

link: 

http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staff

report072720-8a.pdf. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Ordinance No. 895 was adopted July 27, 2020 and is effective for six (6) months, 
establishing interim regulations for outdoor seating areas for existing eating and drinking 
establishments. The main components of the interim regulations include the following: 
 

• Establishment of an Outdoor Seating Registration for areas on private property; 

• Suspension of Temporary Use Permit provisions in SMC 20.30.295 for outdoor 
seating areas; 

• Suspension of minimum off-street parking requirements in SMC 20.50.390 for 
existing eating and drinking establishments; 

• Expedited review for Right-of-Way Site Permits for outdoor seating areas on City 
ROW; and 

• Waiver for application fees and ROW use fees. 
 

8b-2

http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staffreport072020-8c.pdf
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staffreport072020-8c.pdf
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staffreport072720-8a.pdf
http://cosweb.ci.shoreline.wa.us/uploads/attachments/cck/council/staffreports/2020/staffreport072720-8a.pdf


 

  Page 3  

As noted above, the City Council has statutory authority to adopt interim regulations 
pursuant to RCW 35A.63.220 and under the Growth Management Act (GMA) at RCW 
36.70A.390.  Under these statutory provisions, the City may adopt an ordinance without 
a Public Hearing and without review and recommendation by the Planning Commission.  
A Public Hearing must be held within 60 days of the adoption of interim regulations.  
Tonight’s Public Hearing on the interim regulations adopted by Ordinance No. 895 was 
advertised in the Seattle Times and on the City’s website at least 10 days prior to the 
hearing, as required by the Council Rules of Procedure. 
 
Pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Proclamation 20-28 the Public Hearing will be 
held electronically only due to health concerns from COVID-19. All interested persons 
are encouraged to listen and/or attend the remote online public hearing and to provide 
oral and/or written comments. Information on how to join the meeting is posted on 
http://www.shorelinewa.gov/government/council-meetings. 
 
Written comments should be submitted to Andrew Bauer at abauer@shorelinewa.gov 
by no later than 4:00 p.m. local time on August 10, 2020. Any person wishing to provide 
oral testimony at the hearing should register via the Remote Public Comment Sign-in 
form on the City’s website at least thirty (30) minutes before the start of the meeting. A 
request to sign-up can also be made directly to the City Clerk.  Any person requiring a 
disability accommodation should also contact the City Clerk in advance for more 
information. 
 

RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Ordinance No. 895 waives fees for temporary outdoor seating areas. The total impact 
on revenue will vary depending on the number of businesses establishing outdoor 
seating areas. With the Outdoor Seating Registration process now implemented for 
private property areas it is anticipated to use a smaller amount of staff time to process 
the registrations. 
 
By expanding occupancy, businesses will hopefully be able to increase their sales and 
in-turn contribute more to the flow of economic activity (e.g. wages to employees, tax 
revenue, etc.). 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends Council hold a public hearing to receive testimony on Ordinance No. 
895, which establishes interim regulations to allow for outdoor seating on private 
property and City ROW. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Ordinance No. 895 
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