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Endless pages have been writ-
fen about Y2K and following is one
more. But this article brings Y2K to
where you live and fells you what
the City of Shoreline has done to
prepare for the new year.

“Even though we believe the
local impacts will be minor, the City
will be staffed up and ready to re-
spond fo emergency calls for ser-
vice on New Year's Eve,” says
Shoreline Finance Director Joe
Meneghini.

The Y2K bug refers fo a com-
puter programming flaw. Origi-
nally, computers used only the last
two digits of the year when calcu-
lating dates. For example, July 4,
1976, would be 07/04/76. That
means the computer would trans-
late January 1, 2000, as 01/01/
00 and would read that as 1900.
Although improvements in com-
puter technology have made it
easier to use the full four digit year,
a number of computer software
and hardware products may still
be vulnerable to the Y2K bug.

“In dealing with its own sys-
tems, Shoreline is lucky because it
is a new city and is using newer
technology. Although the newer
system is less likely to have prob-
lems, we still tested everything pos-
sible,” says Meneghini. “We've
done the bulk of the updates to our
systems and are now making the
last few changes. The problems we
identified were fairly simple to fix.”

Besides updating the City’s
systems to be Y2K compliant,
Shoreline has also researched the
Y2K status of City contractors and
utilities.

“Utility services in Shoreline

See Y2K page 7

Numbers to know

FIRE/POLICE EMERGENCIES
11

UTILITY OUTAGES OR PROBLEMS

ELECTRICITY:
Seattle City Light (206) 625-3000

NATURAL GAS:
Puget Sound Energy (888) 225-5773

WATER:
{East Shoreline) Seattle Water (206) 684-5900
(West Shoreline) Shoreline Water District {206) 362-8100

SEWER:
(East) Seattle Sewer (206) 684-7506
{(West} Shoreline Wastewater Mgmt. (206) 546-2494

PHONE:
(Easf) US West (800) 244-1111
(West) GTE (800) 483-4100

CABLE:
(West) Chambers Cable {425) 774-5146 (800) 547-8921
(East) AT&T Cable formerly TCI{877) 824-2288

GARBAGE:
{East) Eastside Disposal (206) 682-9730
[West) Waste Management Northwest (425) 481-1100

OTHER EMERGENCIES
NOT MENTIONED ABOVE

CITY OF SHORELINE:
Customer Response Team {206) 546-1700
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Shoreline bhegins process for Budget 2000

At its Oct. 11 workshop
meeting, Shoreline City Council
discussed the 2000 budget pro-
cess, impacts of Initiative 695
and options for dealing with
those impacts if the initiative
passes.

Initiative 695 would repeal
the existing motor vehicle excise
tax {MVET) and substitute a $30
per year license tab fee. The ini-
tiative would also require voter
approval for any tax or fee in-
crease.

 Potential budget cuts
i, e | N e - 50 : :
. Below are some examples of potential expen-
 diture reductionsif Initiative 695 passes and

~no other revenue sources are found fo make
' up Iﬁa$2 9 m:lllon loss

A :__ bofh Neighborhood Police Storefront

. Ellmlnute one reactive patrol officer position
and one traffic officer position.

e Eliminate cultural services budget which in-
cludes funding for the Arts Council and Mu-
seum cmd all Cityevents such. as Celebrate

Reduée sark maintenance.

While over 75 percent of
MVET revenues go to fund trans-
portation and road related
projects statewide, the remaining
amount is shared with local gov-
ernments throughout the state
and funds a variety of local ser-
vices.

Shoreline’s service levels in-
herited from King County were
often at a rural level, and in the
case of roads and surface water
management, were below the
level necessary to preserve the in-
frastructure. While the City has
strefched tax dollars to improve
service in some areas, Shoreline
still provides rather modest ser-
vices in Parks, Human Services,
Public Works and Capital Im-
provements.

A large portion of the City’s
general fund revenue base comes
from gambling faxes and state-
shared revenues. Gambling tax is
unstable because of the possibil-
ity of changing state laws. When
these two revenue sources are
combined, they represent 36 per-

cent of the City’s revenue base,

more than the entire police bud-
get.
Initiative 695 highlights the

mestic violence programs and
law enforcement services.

 $436,431 in local option
vehicle license fee revenues could
also be lost which fund street
mainfenance.

City staff has prepared one
budget based on existing revenue
sources, and one based on the
reduced revenue if Initiative 695
passes. Options for dealing with
reduced revenue include expendi-
ture reductions, additional rev-
enue sources and a temporary
use of the City’s 1999 ending
fund balance as a reserve fund to
help phase in the new lower ser-
vice levels over time.

An additional revenue source
discussed at the workshop was a
six percent utility tax on natural
gos, telephone, cellular phone
and sanitation services and a
one percent fax on cable TV.

The total is estimated to increase
revenues by $2.3 million.

If Initiative 695 is approved,
Shoreline households will aver-
age a savings of $270 a year on
MVET fees. If Shoreline imple-
ments the utility taxes and fran-
chise fees, Shoreline households
would still save an average of

.“' Ej,m‘ ate nﬂghborhood mini-grants and  City’s reliance upon state-shared ~ $110 each year.

j s, and reduce other services. revenues. The full impact of the The City Manager will
Reshd*HanningBaparhnent’s Walk-ln Ser-  loss of state-shared revenues if ~ present the City's budget for

VI@BS Program to limited hours. Initiative 695 passes would be 2000 based on existing revenue

felt in 2001 when Shoreline
could lose an estimated $2.9
million or 17 percent of the gen-
eral fund revenue:

® Over $2.3 million in sales
tax equalization and other MVET
revenues which fund City services
like police, parks and roads.

* $148,474 in MVET Crimi-
nal Justice revenues which fund
programs for at-risk children, do-

sources to the City Council at its

‘» Eliminate the North Rehabilitation Facility
Oct. 25 meeting.

[NRF] contract for roadside vegetation control.
- # Close the pool on Sundays and increase fees.
‘@ Reduction of professional staff and adminis-
trative support in nearly every deparfment.

5L Ellmmafe videotaping of City Council meet-

mgs



Kudos to those

Congratulations to winners of
the Second Annual Beautification
Awards presented at the Sept. 13
Shoreline City Council meeting.
The Beautification Awards Cer-
emony was the grand finale of
Shoreline Clean Sweep, an an-
nual series of events to build
community pride and spirit by
bringing residents together to
beautify Shoreline.

The Beautification Awards
recognize good development
practices and reward those who
go the extra mile to make our
community a more aftractive
place fo live.

“By becoming an annual tra-
dition of friendly competition, the
Beautification Awards promote
projects that reflect positive com-
munity character,” says Shoreline
Mayor Scott Jepsen.

A panel of judges from the
community reviewed nominations
in four categories. This year’s
winners are:

Best residential single-family
project: Christensen residence on
191st Pl. NW

Built on a sloping hillside,
this new home takes advantage
of the natural terrain and models
its style on older Richmond Beach
homes. The house is more inviting
because the attached garage is
nearly invisible — it is built into
the slope in back of the house.

Best multifamily
project: Chestnut
Court Assisted Living
on the CRISTA cam-
pus

This development
was designed to
blend in with the
CRISTA campus by
maintaining the look
and feel of the exist-
ing architecture.

The CRISTA campus
was originally the
Firland Tuberculosis
Sanitarium, built
circa 1911.

Best commercial/
institutional project:
Seattle Restaurant Store at
14910 Aurora Ave. N

Seattle Restaurant Store con-
verted an unused restaurant into a
store that is invifing fo both pedes-
frians and motorists. The store sells
food service equipment to restau-
rants and the general public.

Open category: Richmond
Beach Congregational Church
and Western Wireless Voice
Stream

By placing a cell tower within
the church steeple, this project is
a prime example of how cellular
providers are finding attractive
ways fo site cell towers in the City
of Shoreline.

Each winner received an en-
graved award.

Congratulations
also to the honorable
mentions in three cat-
egories: Epperson resi-
dence at 27th Ave. NW,
single-family residence;
Wehmeyer Condo-

11111

T T

Three of the 1999 Beautification Awards went to
Chestnut Court on the CRISTA campus (above), The
Seattle Restaurant Store (below) and the Christensen
residence (lower left).

minium on Richmond Beach
Road, multi-family residence; and
Spin Alley Bowling Center on
Richmond Beach Road, commer-
cial/institutional project.
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Preliminary engineering begins for Aurora

Shoreline is moving down the
road to making Aurora info a
main street of which to be proud.
On August 23, the City Council
accepted a preferred design con-
cept for the three miles of Aurora
Ave. N. that run through Shoreline.
The next step'is preliminary engi-
neering and environmental analy-
sis, which will take about a year.

"The engineering will involve a
high level of coordination and dis-
cussion with property and business
owners,” says Shoreline Transpor-
tation Manager Kirk McKinley.

The plan is to construct the
south section first, between 145th

Speeding? Limited sight?
Dangerous infersections? What
are your fraffic concerns for your
neighborhood?

The City of Shoreline is bring-
ing together residents to develop
a Neighborhood Traffic Safety
Program to address those con-
cerns. The program will outline
how the City responds to neigh-
borhood traffic safety complaints
or requests.

“We think of the program as
a tool kit of solutions to traffic
safety issues,” explains Shoreline
Project Engineer Kristen Stouffer-
Overleese. “Ultimately, when resi-
dents come to us with an issue,
they will know what the possibili-
ties are and what they can expect
from the City.”

To better understand neigh-
borhood concerns, the City is
forming a five-person Citizen Ad-
visory Committee. A Technical
Advisory Committee will have

and 165th. Shoreline is also
seeking funding from State and
Federal sources. Currently, the
City has secured $13 million in
grants towards the $50 million
project. McKinley says that both
Metro and Washington Depart-
ment of Transportation are very
supportive of the design concept
and should help the City.in re-
ceiving additional grants,
Recommended by the Citizens
Advisory Task Force, the new de-
sign concept includes two general
purpose lanes in'each direction as
wellas a business-access/transit

medians with focused left- and u-
turn lanes and pedestrian crossing
refuge areas will be provided in
the center. Intersection improve-
ments, sidewalks, underground
wiring and other pedestrian and
aesthetic amenities are also in-
cluded in the plan.

"The task force listened to all
the comments and did an excel-
lent job of addressing the issues
that came up," says Shoreline
Transportation Manager Kirk
McKinley. "l think that's reflected
in their unanimous vote for the
recommendation to the City

lane in both directions. Landscaped  Councill"

Neighborhood Traffic Safety Program ahead

representatives from the Shoreline
Police and Fire Departments,
School! District, King County
METRO, development community
and City staff. The two committees
will educate each other — the
technical staff will learn more
about neighborhood traffic issues
and the residents will hear the
pros and cons of common traffic
safety program elements.

One of the City's goals is to
create a program that is respon-
sive o citizen needs, makes the
most of limited resources and es-
tablishes accountability. Shoreline
has identified three potential pro-
gram elements: education, en-
forcement and engineering.

Education may include neigh-
borhood speed watch programs,
traffic safety campaigns and com-
munity pacts to obey neighbor-
hood traffic laws. “Other cities
with similar programs have told

us that education is a critical com-

ponent of successful neighbor-

hood fraffic safety programs,”
says Stouffer-Overleese.

Enforcement may include
neighbors using radar guns and
reader boards to monitor speeds
in their area, targeted police en-
forcement and media coverage of
police activity.

Engineering could include
studies of traffic volumes and
speeds and the installation of
physical devices such as speed
bumps and traffic circles.

Once the elements are in
place, they will be implemented
based on available funding.

The first of two public open
houses will be held in November
to gather residents’ concerns and
issues to be addressed in the pro-
gram. Residents will have an op-
portunity fo view the proposed
Neighborhood Traffic Safety Pro-
gram at a second open house ex-
pected in early 2000.

For more information, contact
Stouffer-Overleese at {206) 546-
1700.
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Shoreline code

After six months of hard
work, the Planning Academy met
for its final session Sept. 23.

Since April, the Academy has
been working with staff and other
professionals on revisions fo the
existing procedures and stan-
dards, which will be incorporated
info a permanent development
code that implements Shoreline’s
Comprehensive Plan.

Phase one of the Planning
Academy addressed procedural
issues of the code and
uncontroversial development stan-
dards. Phase two focused on the
“substantive” changes to the de-
velopment regulations. During
the first phase of the Planning
Academy the 37 citizens ap-
pointed by the City Council stud-
ied and discussed a wide range
of development issues such as
state laws, permitting processes in
other jurisdictions, decision-mak-
ing procedures and community
values for single-family resi-
dences. In the second phose the
Academy focused on the develop-
ment standards for multifamily
and commercial development, as
well as basic issues concerning
storm drainage and street stan-
dards.

“The Academy members are
now well-educated on many code
issues and the staff learned from
them about their issues and values
enormously,” says Shoreline Plan-
ning and Development Services
Assistant Director Anna Kolousek.
“As a result, there are some really
good suggested changes to the
code.”

Following public hearings
held in September and early Oc-
tober, the Planning Commission is
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revision nears final stages

expected to make a recommenda-
tion on phase one to the City
Council soon. City staff is prepar-
ing the phase two draft to be re-

comment period, the Planning
Commission will hold public hear-
ings and make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council on phase
leased early November. After a two.

Enforcement code also gets facelift

For the past year, the City of
Shoreline has been revising its devel-
opment code to comply with the Com-
prehensive Plan. While procedures
and development standards have re-
ceived much of the attention, another
component is also being revised: how
the code will be enforced.

Code enforcement is one way the
City maintains quality of fife in Shore-
line — public health, safety and prop-
erty values can be adversely affected
by code violations. A few examples of
violations that are most recognizable
would be junk cars in yards, accumu-
lated garbage around a house or
business and unsecured abandoned
buildings.

Shoreline Code Enforcement Of-
ficer Sherri Dugdale has been work-
ing with a team of City staff including
City Aftorney lan Sievers and repre-
sentatives from the Police Department,
City Manager’s Office, Public Works,
Planning and Development and Office
of Neighborhoods to rewrite -
Shoreline’s enforcement code. For the
past four years, Shoreline has relied
upon the King County enforcement
code that was in place at incorpora-
tion. Shoreline is using an updated
version of the King County code as a
basis for the new enforcement code
and customizing it to meet Shoreline's

needs.

A draft of the new enforcement
code will be presented to the Planning
Commission and City Council with
phase two of the development code
revisions (see story this page). The
next step, Dugdale says, is to com-
plete the policy and procedures
manual and begin developing proac-
tive code enforcement projects.

“Basically, a proactive approach
means looking for solutions to the un-
derlying problems that lead to code
violations,” explains Dugdale.

One of the City Council’s goals is
to develop a code enforcement pro-
gram based on community values. Af-
fer studying programs in other cities,
Shoreline has proposed a “three
strikes” model for code enforcement
which strives to solve problems rather
than simply respond to calls. This ap-
proach emphasizes education and
voluntary compliance, but proposes
stiffer penalties for continued noncom-
pliance and more serious violations.

Last month, Shoreline residents
completed a survey about their code
enforcement priorities. Dugdale will
base code enforcement projects on in-
formation gathered from the survey
combined with City Council’s direc-
tion, comments from the Council of
Neighborhoods and data collected
from calls made to the Customer Re-
sponse Team.



Hamlin Haunt

Scare up some fun at the
Hamlin Halloween Haunt. Join the
ghouls and ghosts as the fun mate-
rializes Friday, Oct. 29, 6 to 8:30
p.m. at Hamlin Park for the fourth
annual Hamlin Halloween Haunt.

The whole family will enjoy
celebrating the Halloween season
at this free event sponsored by the
Shoreline Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Services Department.
Gather around the campfire to lis-
ten fo spooky songs and tales, then
take a horse-drawn hayride
through the woods. Return fo enjoy
the always popular “candy-in-the-
haystack” game and face painting.

Remember to dress warmly,
and bring a flashlight and a roast-
ing stick for marshmallows. Hamlin
Park is located at 165th St. and
15th Ave. NE. For more informa-
tion, call (206) 546-5041.

Christmas Ship
Kick off the holiday season
with a Richmond Beach tradition.
Keep warm by the huge bon-
fire on the beach at Richmond
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Holiday season starts at Hamlin

Beach Saltwater Park during a visit
by the Christmas Ship, Friday, Dec.
3,7:55 p.m. to 8:25 p.m. The
Christmas Ship will be followed by
a fleet of vessels, private yachts,
sailboats and other small craft al
decked out in holiday lights.

All ages are welcome at this
free event.

North City
Tree Lighting

The North City Business As-
sociation plans to make its sec-
ond annual North City Tree Light-
ing “bigger and better” than last
year. Set for Saturday, Dec. 4,
this year’s celebration will begin
at 3:30 p.m. with craft booths,
refreshments and photos with
Santa. Musical performances be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. and the tree
lighting ceremony is at 6:30 p.m.

Remember to dress warmly
and bring a food or toy item to
be donated. The festivities will be
held at AutoCraft Collision Center
at 15th Ave. NE just north of
175th St.

“CURRENTS

Park muslor "
plans report

Over the summer,
Shoreline citizens not only
played in the parks, but
worked on a vision for three
Shoreline -p_c_lrk properties.
In a series of public
meefings held this summer,
residents helped design _
master plans for Paramount
Park, Shoreline Pool and
Richmond Highlands Recre-
ation Center for review by
the Shoreline City Council.
The prefered alternative
for Paramount School Park
was pres__enla.d. o the Cily 4, "I
Council Sépt 20. Since the
properly is owned by the
Shoreline School District, the
plan will also be reviewed ‘I
by the School Board. =
The master plan for the -
pool was presented fo the
City Council Oct. 18.. i
A master plan is a long- |
term vision for a park that
acts as a blueprint for fulura v
projects. Improvements out-
lined in the master plans are {
not nacessqnly funded.."_ b J

"Our next step i to R
bring recommendations s

back to the Council for ;gj
phasing and funding options &
for all three of the master

plans,” says Shoreline City
Engineer Mike Gillespie.
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Shoreline prepares for Y2K continved from page 1

are not under the control of the
City, but we have contacted all of
the providers — electric, gas, wa-
ter, sewer, cable and telephone —
and have been assured they are
Y2K compliant and ready to con-
tinue providing services to our resi-
dents on January 1,” says
Meneghini.

Seattle City Light reports that it
is ready for the new year.

“All of Seattle City Light's criti-
cal systems have been remediated
and initial Y2K testing has been
completed,” states Marlene Flynn,
City Light's Y2K Project Manager.
“We have a tradition of reliability
for our customers, and the chang-
ing of the millennium will be no ex-
ception.”

Shoreline Wastewater Man-
agement District is another utility
that has undergone extensive test-
ing to ensure that it is Y2K ready.

“The District's gravity sewer
system will continue to operate nor-
mally and our sewage pumping
stations, which are not date-sensi-
tive, will continue to operate without
interruption. A complete investiga-
tion of our internal computer sys-
tems and external sewage collec-
tion infrastructure has been com-
pleted, and the District's computer
system passed a simulated year
2000 date roll over test,” says Tech-
nical Support Supervisor, CNA,
Michael Derrick. “The sewage will
continue fo flow away from the
homes and the sewer bills will be
caleulated accurately. Our contin-
gency plans include having extra
fuel reserves and backup power for
all of our buildings and facilities.
We are Y2K ready.”

The City also has contingency
plans for emergencies. Meneghini

points out that utility service disrup-
tion can occur for any number of
reasons — a severe storm or earth-
quake, for example — and that the
City prepares for these situations as
part of its emergency operations
plan. It is also a good idea for indi-
viduals to have an emergency pre-
paredness plan for their homes and
businesses (see checklist below) not
only for Y2K, but for other unex-
pected emergencies.

In addition to the emergency

operations plan, City staff will be
on call over New Year’s for emer-
gencies and the police will staff
much heavier during the holiday.

“We will be prepared for any
types of disturbances or emergen-
cies that may arise because of lack
of power or water, although we
don’t expect anything out of the or-
dinary,” says Shoreline Police
Chief Sue Rahr. “We expect a typi-
cal New Year’s, but if it's not, we
will be ready.”

Y2K preparation checklist

Preparation for Y2K mirrors that for any natural disaster. The American Red
Cross developed the following checklist to prepare for possible Y2K disruptions.

o Check with manufacturers of your home computer-controlled equipment to
see if it may be affected by Y2K. This includes any electronic equipment in which
an “embedded chip” may control its operation. Most manufacturers have Web

pages to address your concerns.

e Stock disaster supplies fo last several days to a week for yourself and those
who live with you. These include nonperishable food, water and medications.

¢ Keep your automobile gas tank above half full.

* If the power fails, use alternative cooking devices in accordance with
manufacturer’s instructions. Don’t use open flames or charcoal grills indoors.

* Have extra blankets and clothing fo keep warm. Do not use gas-fueled ap-
pliances as an alternative heating source. The same goes for wood-buming or lig-
vid-fueled heating devices that are not designed to be used in a residential struc-

ture. Camp stoves and heaters should only be used out of doors in a well-ventilated
area. Make sure alternative heating devices are approved for use indoors and are
listed with the Underwriters Laboratories (UL).

* Have plenty of flashlights and extra batteries on hand. Don't use candles for
emergency lighting.

* Examine your smoke alarms now. Every fall, replace all batteries in all
smoke alarms as a general fire safety precaution.

* Be prepared to relocate to a shelfer for warmth and protection or if local of-
ficials request you leave your home. Listen to a battery-operated radio or television
for shelter information.

¢ If you plan to use a portable generator, connect what you want to power di-
rectly to the generator; do not connect the generator to your home's electrical sys-
tem. Also, be sure to keep a generator in a well-ventilated areq, either outside or
in a garage with the door open. Don't put a generator in your basement or any-
where inside your home.
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Who, what, where in the City of Shoreline

City of Shoreline

Shoreline City Hall

17544 Midvale Avenue N.
Shoreline, WA 98133-4921
(206) 546-1700

Fax (206) 546-2200

City Hall Annex

Home of:  Planning and
Development Services Department
* Public Works Department
Highland Plaza

1110 N. 175th St., Suite 105
Shoreline, WA 98133

CURRENTS
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City Council

City Councilmembers

Mayor Scott Jepsen

Deputy Mayor Linda Montgomery
Rich Gustafson

Ron Hansen

Connie King

Cheryl Lee

Bob Ransom

Meeting Location

Shoreline Conference Center
18560 First Ave. NE

Mt. Rainier Room

Workshop Meetings
First and third Mondays
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Shoreline Police

Emergency: 911

Shoreline Police Station
Chief Sue Rahr

1206 N. 185th St.
Shoreline, WA 98133
(206) 546-6730

Westside Neighborhood Police Center
Officer Darren Young

630 NW Richmond Beach Road
Shoreline, WA 98177

(206) 546-3636

Eastside Neighborhood Police Center
Officer Kurt Lange

521 NE 165th St.

Shoreline, WA 98155

(206) 363-8424

o) . . Regular Meetings
Currents is produced by the °9 9
GileiShielie Covt R Socond o ourh Mondays
Government Relations Deparfment, eginning at 7:30 p.m. Lok “ .
(206) 546-0775. Agenda Line City of Shoreline
(206) 546-2190 e Website |
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S“;i?;v*;‘“' Wing & design: Televised City Council Meetings ‘minutes and how to partici-
el .hTuesBand Th;lrs. c}:f noo? pate is now available online.
) T Chambers Cable Channel 32 Ely T ey il
Eric Swansen ¢ All day Thurs. beginning at 9 a.m. wwwcllyoﬁhou“mcom '
TCI Channel 42.
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