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Commission Meeting Date: January 5, 2006 Agenda Item: 8.d 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM 
CITY OF SHORELINE, WASHINGTON 

 

AGENDA TITLE:  Getting Citizens involved in Public Hearings 

DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development Services 

PRESENTED BY: Steven Szafran, Planner II 

 
 
I.  INTRODUCTION 
One of the 2004-2005 goals of the City Council was to encourage more citizen 
involvement in City government.   
 
II.  BACKGROUND 
In response to this goal, the City of Shoreline Department of Finance held two long 
range financial planning sessions in October 2004 and March 2005 for the purpose of 
focusing on the operating budget and asking participants to prioritize the City’s 
programs and services.  
 
The two sessions held in October 2004 were by invitation to community leaders and a 
randomly selected group of citizens who had completed the Citizen Satisfaction Survey. 
In March the City held two additional workshops at an open invitation to any residents or 
business owners that would like to attend.  
 
The purpose of the meetings were to: 1) continue an on-going dialogue with interested 
community members about the long-term financial health and stability of the City of 
Shoreline; 2) review and discuss the long-term capital needs of the City and how they 
can be funded; and 3) learn from the meetings participants about their priorities for 
funding capital projects in the future. 
 
The outcome of this exercise showed the top priorities of the citizens and the preferred 
way to fund the top priorities. 
 
In the end, citizens of Shoreline appreciated the efforts of the City to involve them in 
long-term City decisions. 
 
 
III.  DISCUSSION 
The purpose of this discussion is to find ways for increased citizen involvement in the 
Planning Commission processes. 
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What are the Planning Commissions priorities for increased citizen involvement? Who 
and how many citizens should be involved in the process? 
 
What mechanisms can the Planning Commission use to include more people in the 
process? Open houses, TV, web casts, workshops, targeted mailings, question and 
answers with your Commissioners, and public bus tours are all ways to get information 
to citizens and business owners of Shoreline. 
 
The American Planning Association suggests a visioning process that places citizen 
involvement at the beginning of the planning process. Citizens see the visioning process 
as an approach that results in a more meaningful participation process. A visioning 
process could be used to bring ideas from the community to the Planning 
Commissioners about how they would like to see the public hearing process work.  
 
 
IV.  STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission and staff could brainstorm ideas for ways to include more 
citizens into the land use planning process and the public hearing process.  
 
Some points to consider are: What is the purpose? What are the goals the Commission 
is trying to achieve? Who are the players? How is the Commission going to achieve 
those goals?  
 
V.  ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A - Recap of Community Priorities Session on Long-Range Financial 
Planning 
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