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Shoreline Town Center in 2030 is the vibrant cultural and governmental heart of the City with a
rich mix of housing and shopping options, thriving businesses, and public spaces for gatherings
and events. People of diverse cultures, ages, and incomes enjoy living, working and interacting
in this safe, healthy, and walkable urban place.

Once a crossroads on the Interurban that connected Seattle and Everett, Shoreline’s Town
Center has evolved into a signature part of the City. The Center stands out as a unique and
inviting regional destination while gracefully fitting in with its surrounding landscape and
neighborhoods. Connections to neighborhoods and the region are convenient and accessible
through a system of paths, roads and public transit. Citizens, business owners and city officials
are justifiably proud of the many years of effort to create a special and livable place that
exemplifies the best of Shoreline past, present and future.

Town Center (see Figure 1*) is anchored on one end by the City Hall complex, Shorewood High
School, the Shoreline Museum, and other public facilities. The linear park with the Interurban
Trail provides a green thread through the center. City Hall not only is the center of
government, but provides an active venue for many other civic functions. On the other end,
the revitalized historic five-point interchange again attracts people from throughout the
community.

Town Center is a physically and visually attractive, inviting and interesting place where form
and function come together to promote a thriving environment for residents, businesses, and
visitors. Notable features include a number of green open spaces both large and intimate,
enclosed plazas, storefronts opening onto parks and wide sidewalks, underground and rear
parking, numerous ground-floor and corner retail options within mixed-use buildings, and
internal streets within large blocks and other pathways that provide safe, walkable connections
throughout the Center area both east and west and north and south.

Building heights range from one to three stories within transition areas adjacent to single-
family residential areas such as Linden and Stone avenues, up to six stories in mixed-use
buildings along sections of Aurora Boulevard, while buildings in the Midvale and Firlands areas
are generally four to five-story mixed-use structures. Building materials, facades, designs,
landscaped setbacks as well as public art and green infrastructure features represent a wide
variety of styles and functions while maintaining a harmonious look and feel.

The City of Shoreline has long been committed to the realization of the three E’s of
sustainability -- environmental quality, economic vitality and social equity -- and Town Center
has integrated and balanced each of these successfully.
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Environmental Quality

While respecting elements of its historic character, Town Center has become a model of
environmentally sound building and development practices. The buildings themselves are
state-of-the-art energy efficient and sustainable structures with zero carbon impacts. The
Center’s extensive tree canopy and native vegetation are all part of a strategic system for
capturing and treating stormwater on site and protecting and enhancing overall environmental
qguality. Major transit stops along the mature boulevard provide quick and convenient
connections to major centers elsewhere in the region. Civic spaces and parks have been
designed for daily use and special events.

Economic Vitality

Town Center attracts a robust mix of office, service and retail development. The boulevard
boasts an exciting choice of shops, restaurants, entertainment, and nightlife. The Center is a
model of green industry and economic sustainability that generates the financial resources that
support excellent city services, with the highest health and living standards. As a result, Town
Center’s success helps to make Shoreline one of the most fiscally sound and efficiently run
cities on the West Coast.

Social Equity:

Town Center offers a broad range of housing choices that attract a diversity of household types,
ages and incomes. Attention to design allows the public gathering places to be accessible to all.
People feel safe here day and night. Festivals, exhibits and performances attract people of all
ages and cultural backgrounds.

Summary:

Town Center is thoughtfully planned and built yet all the choices feel organic and natural as if
each feature and building is meant to be here. In short, Town Center is a place people want to
be in Shoreline in 2030.

* Note: This version assumes there will be a Figure 1 that shows the geographic scope of Town
Center and some basic details, including major roads and conceptual features. This text will
likely need to be edited to match with Figure 1, once it is developed.



