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JULY 30 COMMUNITY MEETING:
MASTERPLAN AND DESIGN FRAMEWORK
SHOREWOOD H.S. CAFETERIA

INTRODUCTION:  CONTEXT

Robert Olander, City Manager
• Process-to-date: Site Selection, Programming, Budgetary, Developer/Architect Selection Process

PJ Santos, OPUS
• Intent, Goals of Public Meeting / Workshop
 1. Confirm Guiding Principles, Project Goals
 2. Gain Public Feedback on Site Planning and Utilization

Walt Niehoff, LMN Architects
• Urban Context
 1. Visibility: from 175th, Aurora, Midvale, future heritage park
 2. Connections / Accessibility: to Interurban Trail, from Midvale, to future park, to neighborhood
 3. Relation / Importance to Town Center Projects
  -potential of Midvale to develop into walkable, vibrant, mixed-use street with calm traffic
 4. Phasing, Future Expansion
 5. Solar Orientation, Sustainability Considerations

DRAFT

Comment:  Park is indefinite: property not acquired.  Are we focusing too much on this connection, or possible connection?
City Manager:  Plans are to acquire the property as part of Aurora Improvements (not City Hall project).  But we do not want to preclude-- we want to plan for-- a possible 
strong connection to future park.
Comment:  Creating a strong city center along Midvale that’s walkable, with greenery, public space amenities and art, is inspiring vision.
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Question:  Can all or part of east (future expansion) property be used in initial City Hall phase?  It would give more flexibility.
City Manager:  City may need to buy-out some long-term leases, Grease Monkey site not yet secured.  But if strong argument or strong vision to emerge, it could be pos-
sible.  City Hall program fits on Phase 1 site.  It may be possible to locate some parking on the east site without significant action on the City’s part.

SITE PLANNING

Walt Niehoff, LMN Architects
• Given Program:
 - app. 60,000 square feet, including offices, meeting rooms, support, lobby (service desks), council chamber
 - app 150 -160 parking spaces
 - open space / landscape  (how much?)
• Phase 1 site on corner (Midvale, 175th)
 - future expansion: property to east (secured) and Grease Monkey (not yet secured)
• Considerations:
 - Visibility and presence.  from 175th, from Midvale.
 - Location of entrance.   from street, from parking.
 - Single-level or stacked parking.  at grade, or below.  (cost implications)
 - Solar orientation.  East-west axis preferable
 - Impact on residential neighbors (?)
 - Public Space (outdoor).  How much? What activities? Preferred location(s).
 - Future expansion. How will it link?

DRAFT

FEMA
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DRAFT

SITE PLANNING (continued)
We broke into three stations with a site base and a series of building blocks that represented possible building  and parking 
configurations.  The public were invited to push around the pieces to look at different ways of using the site, and to discuss the merits, 
opportunities, or disadvantages of various scenarios.

Menu of Model pieces:

future expansion
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monkey
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single-level (grade) 

stacked (2-level) parking

council chambers

lobby / entrance

4-story L-shape Offices

5-story Bar- Offices

4-story Bar- Offices
w contained lobby, 
chanbers




